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Dont be afraid of theose who kill the body but cannot kill the 

soul.

It is asif the church of Iraq today live in the first century ,at time 

when we live in the third millennium.Our church today ,oh 

blessed,is exberiencing ,witness and martyrdom, our church in 

iraq is awithness and amartyr. Awithness in its faith and a martyr 

in the blood of its sons and daughters.Today we again hear the 

call of our lord jesus saying “ and you will be withness tom”

.The saying of our lord jesus Christian , glory to him echoes in 

the ears of our christain people saying,”An hour will come whene 

ever yone who kills you will think that he is worshiping 

god”.They will do that because they neither known my fathernor 

me. Ihave told you these things for you to remember if the hour 

comes , then it is Iwho told you .And the hour is at hand and 

jesus is saying that to us again.We are the sons of the church .Our 

mission today in this country is to be the salt of the soil that was 

watered by the blood of its sons. 

And to be alight in aworld that has been overcast by agloomy 

black cloud we have no idea as to when it will clear away.Today 

we have to hear clearly .the voice of the lord who says,you are 

the light of the world,you are the salt of the soil.We have to stay 

the way our forefathers did in this country that is ours and this 

land that is sours.We will remain asalt and alight our church was 

and has been throughout the generation amartyr to Christ.In 

aworld that is governed by treachery chaos cheating  lie and 

deception the has been overcome by the law of jungle. Inawild 

world void of all spiritual and human values , aworld that is 

controlled by savagery enmity , ingnorance and hateful 

fanaticism . Shall we stay on our soil or  flee away ? yas ,we will 

stay . Today there are those who say to us as they said to jesus: 
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Go away from here, for herod wants to kill you , but did jesus 

flee away ? no . He rather said:    “ Go and tell jackal , here iam 

casting demons and healing” he rather said “ Go and tell jackal , 

here iam casting demons and healing today and tomorrow ”  . In 

other word , here iam witnessing that the kindom of heaven is at 

hand , I testify that go dis love .We testify that god is forgiveness 

, we shall proclaim the civilization, of love and forgiveness in 

tgis country until the coming of the third day , the great day 

.Shall we be scared ? we who believe that our lord , jesus Christ 

is with us till the end of the world .Will not leave us , it is he who 

said “ Don’t be afraid , oh small herd “ . Yas , we shall not be

afraid , “ Don’t be afraid “ . says jesus : you shall suffer 

hardships , in this world , but be sure that I have won the world , 

we are sure and confident that is god is with us , then who is 

against us ? Tension? Distress ? Persecution ? or hunger and 

danger , or sword and terrorism?  For it has been said in the bible 

“ It is for you that we suffer death everyday , prepared like sheep 

to be slaughtered , but we so , fulfill what  st. Paul says, “ we 

have had aclear victory by the one who has loved us “ Im 

confident that no death on life no angels , no authourity , no 

present , no future , no forces ,no highness , no depths and neither 

and other creation has the potential to separate us from the love 

of god inour jesus Christ.Yas, we shall not be afraid, because we 

are not scared by those who kill the body but are unable to kill 

the soul.

******
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The question remains, why?

The question remains, why? Why did they kill Father Bolus? 

Why did they kill Father Ragheed? Why did they kill that certain 

guy?Why did they blast that particular church? Why did they 

single out mosque and blast it?Why did they pick on that 

religious man? Why ? what is the reason? If we go on looking for 

a reason, we may perhaps not be able to find the answer to these 

queries. What we know for sure is that we Christians are not 

enemies to any one. In other words, we don't want to be enemies 

to anyone in order for this to be taken as a pretext for others to 

attack us as their enemy. And if we do have enemies, then we, on 

our part, are not their enemies and if they chose to be our 

enemies then our Lord Jesus Christ, Glory to Him, tells us in the 

Gospel, as we have heard, " Love your enemies". We therefore 

love those who love us, and those who chose to be our friends we 

befriend them, and those who despise us we pray for them and 

those who persecute us we ask mercy for them from the Father, 

and those who want to be foes to us we don't want to be their 

enemies, and those who beat us we likewise don’t retaliate, for 

we don't want to be enemies to anyone and if there is anyone who 

is our enemy, it is only because he wants to be our enemy, and 

for them our Jesus calls upon us to love them saying, " Love 

them, and pray for them". And I'm calling upon you today to pray 

together for those who take us for their enemies and hence came 

along and blasted our churches. I call upon you today to pray for 

them so that God may make their hearts merciful so that they in 

turn may have mercy for this suffering and injured people. We 

have had enough, yes enough indeed,  of these acts of evil in this 

country, for we would like to experience love, to witness peace. 
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We would like to experience brotherhood, we would like to see 

solidarity in this country, we want to reconstruct this country. We 

are therefore here today, my brethren, to pray, and to say, first, 

that this is our homeland, and second, to say that we are staying 

here. Our ancestors stayed despite all the persecutions, and we 

too are staying and will stay and will not leave this place because 

this is our country where our forefathers and ancestors have shed 

a lot of blood and stayed on this land, and this soil has given 

fruits and we are the daughters and sons of those forefathers and 

we too, like them, are staying and will stand steadfast in our 

faith. As for our other brothers who live in this country, we share 

it with them in love and peace. We used to be here in this country 

before them by 600 years. They came 600 years later, and when 

they did, we loved them and lived with them in solidarity, we 

would like to stay with them in solidarity and reconstruct this 

country. And like our Lord Jesus Christ who never harbored any 

hatred in his heart towards those who crucified him and said on 

the cross, "Forgive them for they don't know what they are 

doing", please, please, please, let us all say together in one 

unified heart t, "Oh, Lord, forgive them because they don't know 

what they are doing".
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