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The metrology of ancient Mesopotamiais very complicated, but key to understanding much of the
mathematics as units are often silently converted in the middle of a problem. Units of length, weight,
area, capacity and so on and the relationships between them changed frequently in both space and time.
SumerianHowever, by the Old Babylonian period, the systems were much simpler than during the
period. For the large bulk of mathematical problem texts, there is arelatively standardized set of
measurements, although there are plenty of exceptions. The tables below give the main unitsin this
standard set, but are by no means comprehensive. For up-to-date and detailed references on the
andRLAdifferent systems, see the articles by Marvin Powell in

. Civilizations of the Ancient Near East

Even in the Old Babylonian times, metrology had arich collection of units. Most of the conversion

factors are smple fractions or multiples of the base 60. Key units are the kush (cubit) for length, sar

(garden-plot) for area and volume, silafor capacity and manafor weight. At the base of the system is
the barleycorn, she, used for the smallest unit in length, area, volume and weight.

Akkadian made use of aletter § called a shin, pronounced as 'sh’. The barleycorn isa'se', pronounced
'shay' and which we shall write as 'she.’

Length

Smallest unit of length is the she (barleycorn), of about 1/360 meter.
6 she = 1 shu-si (finger)
30shu-s = 1 kush (cubit - about /2 m.)
6 kush = 1 gi / ganu (reed)
12 kush = 1 nindan/ GAR (rod - 6 m.)
10 nindan = 1 eshe (rope)
60 nindan = 1 USH (360 m.)
30USH = 1 beru (10.8 km.)

length conversion calcul ator

Area

The basic area unit isthe sar, an area of 1 sg. nindan, or about 36 sg. m. The area she and gin are used
as generalized fractions of this basic unit.

180 she = 1lgin
60 gin= 1 sar (garden plot 1 sg. nindan - 36 sg. m.)
50 sar = 1 ubu

100 sar = liku (1 sg. eshe- 0.9 acre, 0.36 ha.)
6iku= 1 eshe
18 iku= 1 bur
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area conversion calculatorl bur isan area 1 beru long by 1 nindan wide.

Volume

Volume units are the same as the area units and follows the relationship that

1 volume-unit = 1 area-unit x 1 kush

For example, avolume-sar is the volume of the solid with base 1 area-sar and height 1 kush (cubit):

Bricks are considered to be rectangular solids such that 720 bricks make one brick-sar. There are
numerous (fairly standard) sizes of bricksin use in Old Babylonian mathematics texts.

Capacity: used for measuring volumes of grain, oil, beer, etc. The basic unit isthe sila, about 1 liter.
The semi-standard Old Babylonian system used in mathematical textsis derived from the ferociously
period. Sumeriancomplex mensuration systems used in the

180she = 1gin
60gin = 1sila- 1liter
10sla = 1 ban
6ban = 1 bariga
5bariga = 1gur

volume conversion calcul ator

Weight

The basic unit of weight is the mana, about 1/2 kilogram.
180 she = 1 gin/ shiglu (shekel)
60 gin = 1 mana (mina- 500 gm.)
60 mana = 1 gu/ biltu (talent, load - 30 kg.)

weight conversion calculator

. Mesopotamian M athematicsGo up to

Last modified: 6 June 200Duncan J. Melville
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LATE EPISCOPAS
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MAR GORIEL MAR ISHOYAV OF DURI MAR ZAIA SARGIS MAR DINKHA EPISCOPA
MURDERED 1898 JOINED CHALDEAN CHURCH 12 MAY 1951 SHOT DEAD IN FEBRUARY 1915
IN 1903

MAR APREM DAVID MAR ELIA ABOONA . - MAR YALDA YAWALAHA MAR ISHO SARGIS

CONSECRATED IN 1909 JOINED CHALDEAN CHURCH 18 NOVEMBER 1950 19 DECEMBER 1965
IN1921. DIED IN 1955 '
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MAR ANDREOS YAUALAHA MAR YOHANNAN AR AURAHAM YOHANNAN  PAULOSE MAR PIOULOSE
17 JUNE 1973 PHILIPOSE 14 APRIL 1985 24 MARCH 1998

7 AUGUST 1976
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LATE PATRIARCHS & METROPOLITANS

MAR RUVIL SHIMON XX MAR BENYAMIN SHIMUN XXI MAR PAULOSE SHIMUN XXII
29 MARCH 1903 16 MARCH 1918 9 MAY 1920

MAR ESHAI SHIMUN XXIIl MAR ISAAC KHANANISHU MAR YOSIP KHANANISHU
6 NOVEMBER 1975 1918 3JULY 1977

MAR ABDISHO MAR ABIMALEK TIMOTHEUS MAR TOMA DARMO MAR TIMOTHEUS Il
16 NOVEMBER 1900 20 APRIL 1945 7 SEPTEMBER 1969 6 AUGUST 2001
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eep respect and charity

Holy Father tells Patriaich of hojes for-restoration of full unity

v, 11 Necven:her, Pope John
elcomed Mar Dinkha IV and
ops of the Assyrian Church of
for the signing of a Conunon
olngical Declaration [see text on
Before signing the document, the
ddrassed Mar Dinkha in English.

our Holiness,

xactly 10 years have passed since I
the jov of welcoming von here on
first official wisit to this Apostolic
This pleasure is renewsd today as
ccompanied by a delegation of
1t Bishops from your Holy Synod.
words of the Apostle Paul, 1 wish
ce, mercy and peace from God
er and Christ Jesus our Lord” (1

- ol

dme of your previous visit, you
th me vour ardent wish that a
1 of the Pope of Rome and of
olicos-Patriarch of the Assyrian
b of the East would one day be able
ess our two Churches’ common
Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Son of
of the Virgin Mary. Historians
ogians immediately set about
very carefully the Christologi-
suences of the Council of Ephe-
In an ztmosphere of fraternity and
confidence, a fruitful dialogue
ed us to overcome the ambigui-
misunderstandings of the past.
we have arrived at the Comtrmon
logical Declaration which we are
1o sign together. This constitutes
important witness which will not fail
to cause rejoicing among the faithful of
ow two Churches.

2. For my part, I am confident that this

areernent ~vill open up wide horizons at
the level of pastoral ¢ 'laboration. Of
reat imporiance will be the strengthen-
ing of co-operation in the spiritual and
theolosical formation of future priests
T n<ble laity. The same applies to

esis of chiidren and of young
e - we must apply all possible con-
¢ in this direction.

Mer=over, in order to “share with the
sainte who are in need” (Rom 12:13),
shau'd we "0t also seek to co-ordinate
our etforts o welcome with dignity and
to help eficctively those who are up-
rvote | frem: their homeland or are forced
tc ernigrate Because of the severe trials
which they have endured (cf. Unitatis re-
dintegratio, 1. 18)? We d. not forget the
lemg wght of suffering endured by your
E:stem  Syrtac  communities, which
were scattered, persecuted and mas-
sacred down the centuries for professing
the mame of Christ. Those who despite
evervthing have remained in their coun-
tiies i1y the Middle East — and who have
had te fage war and unjust deprivation of
every kind — should know that the Holy
See will employ the means at its disposal,
particularly through its contacts with
Governments and International Organ-
izations, to lessen their sufferings and if
possible make them cease. Finally, a
Church so distinguished in its past for its
heroism as regards fidelity to the faith
cannot remain marginalized in the Chris-
tian world, and especially among the
Churches of the Middle East. We hope to
be able to help you break down any isola-
tion that still exists.

3. From my contacts with your brother
Chaldean Bishops, whom I am meeting

MAR DINKHA'S ADDRESS TO THE HOLY FATHER

This agreement will promote

is the text of the address given in
sh by Patriarch Mar Dinkha [V,

- Your Holiness, our beloved brother in
the Lord, John Paul I, most honoured
0p of Rome, and Pope of the Holy
Roman Catholic Church,

~ We greet you today, along with this de-
‘ezation, comprised of our brothers in the

of the Assyrien Church of the Fast, with
hearts filled with joy. Qur combined per-
sonzl efforts, and those of the rep-
resentatives of our two Churches, who
e met in joint sessions as brothers in
st, have at last enabled us, in his
ame, to come to mutual understarding
d respect for the unique expression
of us has traditionally made of the
1 we both hold in common. Today the
12s come to bring down the walls
have separated us and kept us
t for 15 centuries. Today, the door of
ortunity is open and we are bidden to
and labour together toward the
ble goal of unity in the Church, the
« for which our Lord Jesus Christ so
ntly prayed, “that they may all be
as you, Father, are in me, and [ in
that they also may be one in us,
the world may believe that you sent
(Jn 17:21). It is with deep gratitude
»od that we now gather to sign ac. m-
Christological declaration. This 1g-
nt will bring the sons and daugh-
our two ancient and honourable
ns closer to one another than at
time in the last 15 centuries.
e Church of Rome and the Church
< East were both established during
t century by the Apostles, dne in
and the other in the Fast. Each
o generations of believers who
tized in the name of the Father,
and the Ho

later nourished with the blood of apostles
and martyrs, is today bearing fruit for the
benefit of millions of believers in the four
corners of the world. In a similar man-
ner, 8fs Thomas and Bartholomew from
the 12, and Sts Addai and Mari from the
70 arrived in the East 2s proclaimers of
the Good News and founders of the
Church of the Fast in Mesopotamia and
all Asia. The Apostolic and Patriarchal
See of the Church of the East was
founded in Seleucia-Ctasiphon, and the
missionaries serk out by this See brought
the Gospel to the nariors of the far East,
with such success that in A.D. 1281 Mar
Yahb'alaha T iz M I by race), be-
came Cathglicos-P= h of the East.
From the -arlist beginnings of the
Christian foith the Fastern and Asian
Churc™es have kept that faith in the Son
of Goi alive for millicaas of pecple in
what proved, at fimes, t5 be dire circum-
stances.

Our respectiv2 Churches are built
upon the same fpurdation: the apostolic
traditica and Mie Sacred Scriptures.
Sharing this common heritage gives the
Churches of the East and West a com-
mon source of living theology from
which to draw s we move toward a
more completz unity. Thee vision of unity
between th ur:tes of the West and
been one of considerable
power. Achieving r=conciliation betw een
our grent historical traditions at this time
in history will be 2s r-markable as it is ne-
cessary, for faithful-ess to our Lord's
will, as 2xpressed in his prayer to the Fa-
ther, demands it. Therefore it is fitting
and preper for the Pamiarchate of the As.
syrian Church of the East, gy yepresented
by the holder of that see and its synodic-
ally appointed episcopal delegates, hav-
ing come to Rome to join Your Holiness
on this historically important day, to
agree on a statement of common F:

The Pope greets the
Assyrian Patriarch
at their meeting in

the Apostolic Palace

on 11 November

again in these days, I am able to assure
you that they are ready to foster the great
movement towards the restoration of the
unity of all Christians, in accordance
witl. the principles of the Decree on Ecu-
menism of the Second Vatican Council.
They are truly concerned for “the preser-
vation in a commmunicn of faith and char-
ity of those famnily ties which ought to ex-
ist between local Churches, as betwegn
sisters” (op. cit., n. 1£). We all recognize
that 1t 1s of supreme importance to under-
stand, venerate, preserve and foster ihe
rich heritage of eack of our Churches,
and that a diversity of customs and obser-
vances is in no way aa obstacle to unity.
This diversity includes the power of our
Churches to govern themselves according
to their own disciplines and to keep cer-
tain differences in theclogical expressions
which, as we have verified, are often

complemientery rather than conficting
(cf. ibid., nn. 15-17). In all things and =
whatever circumstance, it is essennal
that we foster between ourselves mutuzl
respect and a profound spirit of charity
such as to exclude all forms of rivalry (cf
ibid., n. 18). 3
4. Your Holiness and Belowed
Brothers: here then is the spirit in which
the Catholic Church proposes this ex-
change of gifts. Together let us ask the
Most Holy Trinity, Model of true Uriny
within diversity, to strengthen our hearts
so that we will respond to the call for one
visible Church of God, a Church truly
universal and sent forth to the whole
world, that the world may be converted
to the Gospel and so be saved, to the
glory of God. May God who has begun
this good work in us bring it to comple-
tion in Christ Jesus (cf. Phil 1:6). Amen.

a new atmosphere of harmony

clesial concord still burns in our hearts
and souls. Though our two ancient
Churches meet with some differences,
yet it is our sincere hope that the state-
ment of faith we sign today will be both a
partial realization of past dreams and a
significant step toward future co-opera-
tion and enhanced ecumenical relations.
And how far does this hope extend? Cer-
tainly it extends so far as to encompass
the “oneness” to which Christ calls all
Christians.

This faith agreement will promote a
new atmosphere of harmony and under-
standing between our distinct Churches
as they live together and interact
throughout the world. The “Decree of
Ecumenism”  (Unitatis redintegratio),
promulgated by the Roman Pontiff, Pope
Paul VI, at the Second Vatican Council
on 21 November 1964, provides a
foundation that, together with the faith
agreement, gives us encouragement to
continue the process of working toward
unity. The witness which will be provided
by that soughi-after unity is no less than a
witness to the love, fidelity, and forgive-
ness that Christ has revealed and offered
to the whole world in his life, death, res-
urrection, and glorification at the right
hand of the Father. We are already
achieving significant unity in respording
to the triune God’s call, freely given
through the grace of the Holy Spirit, as
today, with one voice, East and West
confess as one their historic faith that
Jesus Christ is the Father’s only-begotten
Son, and our Lord, God, and Saviour.

The Roman Catholic Church and the
Assyrian Church of the East both face
similar social and political challenges to
the work of proclaiming the Gospel of
Christ in the modern world. Today's
faithful look to both East and West for
moral leadership, spiritual guidance, a
model and a of Christian fellowship,

,

Our work toward unity is a testimony
to the virtues of Christian hope in 2 world
where many people have almost lost
hope. The light of Christ shines clearly
despite the many obstacles which threat.
en to dim its brightness. Through greater
mutual uriderstanding of our distinct
theological and lirurgical traditions, and
appreciation for cur differences, accom-
panied with an untiring effort toward re-
newal, ourftwo Churches can proclaim
the Gospel with a yoice more alive and vi
brant thanovould otherwise be possitl
Learning friim one ane ther through faith-
ful dialogud; and work ing together to be
mstruments' of God's oving presence in
the world, -we cin ¢ 2monstrate to all
mankind a spirit of ch-rity and co-opera-
tion befitting the Ap- stolic foundation
upon “which both uy traditions Grmly
stand. Whér otr uitimate goal of service
in obedience .o the one Head of his one
Church, Jesus Christ, is realized, the
benefits will b= er _Jo_veci by all the Chris-
tian faithful @ 5 they anite in a ministry of
healing to the wofl.. Fir “he is the head
of the body, the Church. He is the begin-
ning, “he fir: horn rom the dead, that in

“all thiigs he himself might be pre-emi-

nent. For inhim all fullness was pleased
to dwell, and through }im to reconcile
Al things to himself, making peace
arough hirn by th.2 b'eod of his cross,
whether for those on earth or those in
heaven” (Col ':18-22).

With joyful hearts we, with members
of the Holy Synod ¢ *he Assyrian Church
of the East, re p=ased to grest Your
Holiness with *he statement of hope and
to join in agreement on the-faith Ha
this new understanding between our tw

venerable Churches add to the founda-
tion of unity already laid with other
(&

hrigtian Churches,

d lead 1

Churches during
of Christians. 1
us wisdom, a sp
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SECRETARIAT OF STATE

FIRST SECTION - GENERAL AFFAIRS

From the Vatican, 6 June 2005

Dear Mr Moradkhan,

The Holy Father wishes me to express his gratitude for your kind letter and the gift
of a copy of your book “A Scientific Review of the Spirit”. He appreciates your
thoughtful gesture.

His Holiness will remember you in his prayers and he invokes upon you joy and
peace in our Lord Jesus Christ.

Yours sincerely,

nsignor Gabriele Caccia

Accacenr
uuuuuuu

Mr John Moradkhan
¢/o Loris Moradkhan
8 rue Moliére
91520 EGLY
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Setting the Scene:

Asarural community around the turn of the 20" century, the Assyrians of Urmiawere uniquein

their urban and westernized lifestyle not only in Iran, but also, perhaps, in many countries of the

Middle East. Urmia aso distinguishesitself as one of the few historical sites that bears some

etymological resemblance to the compound word coinages in Assyrian Aramaic. It seemsto bea

compound word, which in modern Assyrian matches the combination of the words <ur> “place or city”
of water (mia). The name attests to the antiquity of present-day Assyriansin the region.
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Two thirds of this community perished during WWI. This brief historical and ethnographic sketch isto
familiarize the reader with the community on a closer, more personal level lest we should forget that
each time a group perishes, al of us, as members of the human family, diminish in stature. The
Assyrians were industrious and the most educated subjects of the region at the turn of the 20" century,
and their demise deprived the plain of Urmia of avery productive segment of its population. The
American-educated Assyrians, such as Dr. |saac Adams and Joseph Khnanishu, played the role of
cultural operatives through their publications that introduced the English-reading public to the culture,
This ethnic profileis based primarily Yliterature, and socio-political institutions of their country, Persia.
on Assyrian sources in the form of personal diaries, travel journals, Assyrian periodicals, and family
histories collected by the author. It is a history from the perspective of the Assyrians themselves.

the Assyrians lived in compact villages 2Until 1918, at which time they were uprooted from the region,
along the three rivers of Nazlu, Shahar, and Baranduz. These rivers flow eastward towards the lake of
Urmiafrom their sources in the Zagros Mountains bordering Turkey. Of atotal of 300 villagesin the
3region, 60 had exclusively Assyrian population, and another 60 had a mixed Assyrian, Azari Turkish,
The total number of Assyriansin the region, at the turn of the century, “and/or Armenian population.
The Assyrian population of the *was estimated between 30-35 thousand most of who lived in villages.
They lived in the special Christian ®town of Urmiaitself was only 600 people, or about 100 families.
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quarter of the town. It is estimated that around 1900, 40% of the population of the region was Christian
The uniqueness of the Urmian community was that it was highly urbanized “(Assyrian and Armenian).
and westernized. This was essentially attributed to the

Editorial Note: This article was presented in the Middle East Studies Association (MESA) Conference
2001 in San Francisco in apanel titled “The Assyrians of Iran: From Contributionsto Diaspora”. This
article was published in JAASVol. XVI, NO. 1, 2002.
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Editorial Note: This article was presented in the Middle East Studies Association (MESA) Conference
2001 in San Francisco in apanel titled “The Assyrians of Iran: From Contributionsto Diaspora”. This
article was published in JAAS Vol. XVI, NO. 1, 2002.

presence of various foreign missionsin theregion. Actually the foreign missions would have preferred
to be located in Muslim communities in order to take the Christian message to them. The Persian
government did not allow them to do so for this very reason. At the same time, the government was
interested in courting the “English Mullahs”, asits officials used to call them, in order to obtain better
trade or political concessions from the foreign governments. Moreover, the royal family in Iran was
interested in familiarizing itself with the western ways of life through the missionaries. So the
Assyrians of Urmia were a compromise solution to the satisfaction of all. Thus, their community in
Urmia became the center of rival missionary activitiesin the country. Although foreign missions
brought educational opportunities and a measure of intellectual enlightenment to the Assyrians, they
were amixed blessing. The privileged position of the Assyrians made them a subject of envy and
resentment to their Muslim neighbors. The unified Church of the East became dissected into various
protestant, Russian Orthodox, and Catholic denominations. Moreover, the younger generation became
alienated from their ethnic traditions and was trained in skills for which economic opportunities were
scarce.

In 1906 there was a total of 201 schools with 5,084 Assyrian studentsin the region. Considering that
Assyrians lived in only 120 villages, the number of schools indicates that there was more than one
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school in some villages. The following is a breakdown of schools administered by different
missionaries and the number of students accommodated by them:

Schools Students

American Mission 53 1721
Russian Mission 74 1640

Catholic Mission 54 1223

80thers 20 500

With the beginning of WWI, the rate of literacy among the Assyrians of Urmiawas estimated at 80%.
Thisisa

c\k::-n(&mn téa_ﬂ,u-u:l m;ﬁa&m&uvﬁ&3
ﬁa-pl-l.u{a:u:-m(qﬁma :d.u.:-l .u.s{vdu-m&(
&\AX; &M1ﬁm¢mx<ﬂ:u«ﬁa‘da(1u«ﬁa‘d
\QuAS @uﬁmaéﬂuﬂa&(

80thers 20 500

With the beginning of WWI, the rate of literacy among the Assyrians of Urmiawas estimated at 80%.
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remarkably high rate of literacy for the time even by the standards of an urbanized center in the West,
let alone arura are

ainthe Middle East. At the time, there were more Assyrian physiciansin Urmiathan all of Iran;
Assyrian professionals under the supervision of the foreign missionaries staffed all missionary schools,
Lnewspapers and hospitals.
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The first mission school opened in 1836 under the direction of Rev. Justin Perkins. Prior to that, the
native Assyrians did have afew schools of their own. The onein Urmiawas in the village of Gogtapa
where Mougdouss (pilgrim) Hormizd had hired alearned Assyrian from Tyari to educate a number of
The missionary Perkins was pleased to see the thirst of the Assyrians for education. children there.
He was impressed to find how fast the children learned to read, write, and memorize long verses from
the Bible. The first so-called textbooks were in the form of lessons written on cards. In the absence of
notepads, children used their fingers to do their manuscript writing arithmetic exercisesin small
sandboxes. The first Assyrian teacher was Rev. priest Abraham, the nephew of Hormizd, who was
After learning to read and write, the Assyrian *educated in the above-mentioned Gogtapa school.
children began to teach their parents to do so.

239



n_\r“(e:(

In 1843, the American Mission also opened a college in Seir, a seminary for women called Fiske
Seminary. Later, in 1880 the Mission opened a medical hospital in Urmia There was also atown
college, caled Sardari, which was for the rich and admitted Jews, Muslims and Christians alike. The
Assyrian schools were open to non-Assyrians, who could attend with the permission of their parents. In
spite of the fact that at the time the local Muslim population considered the Christians religiously
unclean and would avoid close association with them, there is evidence that non-Assyrians did attend
such schools as evidenced by the graduation reports. For example, the end of the year report of one
Moreover, there 3school lists atotal of 35 students among whom 10 were Muslims and 6 were Jewish.
was an all-Muslim school in Urmiarun by Assyrian teachers under the supervision of Dr. Shedd.

In time, the curriculum of the American Mission schools became westernized. In a 1906 issue Kokhva,
the sole Assyrian non-denominational newspaper, published a report with regards to the graduation
ceremony of the American Mission College and high school students. While the report praised the high
quality of students’ presentations in foreign languages, it lamented the total ignorance of these students
In subsequent reports we read how parents sat patiently during the **about their own history.
graduation ceremonies listening to the presentations of their sons and daughtersin English and Farsi,
not understanding aword of what was being said. Asunlikely as it seems, between 1906-1914, the
Assyrians performed Shakespeare’s Macbeth in the village of Gulpashan, several plays by Moliere,
trandated by Kasha Mushi Babella, in the village of Golpatalikhan where the Catholic mission had
built alarge school. Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice and several plays by Gogol (Russian
playwright) were staged in the town of Urmia. Interestingly, men played the role of women |lg these
“plays.
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Kokhva spearheaded a move to establish a non-denominationa school by the Assyrians themselves
where the curriculum would be under the control of Assyrian educators. Mar Toma Audo’s grammar
book and the arithmetic text by Rabi Peera Mirza were judged to be superior to translated books.
Eventually, in the winter of 1908, an independent Assyrian school was established. From the three
plays that this school staged in 1909, it is obvious that the educational goal was the emphasis on issues
and subjects relevant to the local Assyrians. In other words, the goal was to stress the Assyrian values
and their overall philosophy of life. For instance, the first “play” was a mock-debate between a
Western and an Eastern philosopher each expounding the merits of his own perspective. The second
was a play written by Rabi Y ossip Eskhag. It was about a family where the wife pushes her husband to
go to Tiflis, work there, and send money home so that she can have alifestyle comparable to that of her
neighbor. In Tiflis, the husband falls prey to the vices of gambling and drinking and the family is
plunged into deeper poverty. This play must have touched araw nerve in the audience as it reflected
the harsh realities of life. The third play depicted a group of young men whose village islooted by the
Kurds. They get together and make avow to unlte and exonerate their families by facing the thieves
Among the nationalist Assyrians was Rabi *°and bringing the loot back home, which they do.
Benyamin Arsanis, awriter and a playwright, who wrote several plays that were staged at different
times.

This independent school did not last very long and had to shut down ayear later. The reason was first;
the students were more interested to learn foreign languages. Second, the parents preferred the
denominational schools because they were subsidized and therefore cheaper. Kokhva attributed the
failure of the independent school to the lack of unity and dedication on the part of Assyrians
themselves. So it was back to dependency on mission schools. And all that the Assyrian nationalists
could do now was to urge the American Mission schools to postpone foreign language education until
higher school grades. After the failure of the independent school, a group of Assyrians formed adrama
group. Among their activities was the staging of a play caled Sarah Tkhumneta and Shamiram which
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Evidently, the title of the play suggests that the Assyrians *'was performed in several villagesin 1914.
were searching for their historical roots.

Contrary to the American Mission, the Catholic Lazarists and the Anglicans made the teaching of the
classical Syriac and the vernacular mandatory in their schools. The result was the emergence of a
group of Assyrian Syriac scholars such as Paul Bedjan, Aba Solomon-d- Tkhuma, Havil Ziad-
Mavana, Mir Aziz-d- Khosrava, Shamasha Y ossip de Kelata, and others who contributed greatly to the
Mar Toma Audo, the Metropolitan of the Catholic Mission in Urmiaand *field of Syriac studies.
Salamas since 1892, was a great scholar who in addition to various publicationsin classical Syriac,
also authored and translated several books in modern Assyrian. The majority of these scholars were
murdered during the 1915 massacre, or the 1918 flight.

ﬁ(c\-ma-t,& xﬁ_mla&u:l-t \(-u_uu: ‘ ﬁm(‘t St l_-m_:l-t-l 6
a.m\:m_n ‘dv‘“" \{m‘(q ‘{.m_m ‘Cur) a.m& (-u:lcun -uXArn(-m
‘6._. lcl.cﬂ c‘él:m.uén-( aa:nla_m ‘G‘(ce,u_'l \aa lnrn(‘é.& ‘éu\(
o sﬁu(a m.l:l-l &_Qm.s tér:.u: ‘G‘Lﬁd_u"l ,,su -u_-r.| mﬁn.-r.m
‘émn.m o bl s vﬁnmm-l Ko a_\vé-um a.ch eren
1915 Nax ‘6;.1_-. «S.q,n m\;._q a ‘(_cmgu ‘4{1 aas

. 1918

Asto the American Mission schools, they produced hundreds of doctors, teachers, preachers, nurses,

and other kinds of professionals. There were ailmost as many men as there were women. The first

women college graduates in Urmiawere Sanam, Sarah, and Mourassa all of whom went on to become

Many scholars and promising students were lost along with hundreds of priceless °great educators.

manuscripts and rare ecclesiastical documents in the ravages of WWI. Such losses were a great blow to
the Assyrians and the Iranians because they are irreplaceable.

The American Mission acquired a printing press in 1840 at atime when printing presses did not exist
in all of Persia. Thefirst Assyrian printer was Y onan of Charbash. He was selected in 1847 along with
afew other promising seminary students for this post. Another printer was Ismail. He was a sel f-taught
man, avery resourceful person. Asacarpenter he made all the furniture of the printing office together
with al the cases and stands. He was a good pressman, foreman, and was responsible for the final
From 1840-1852 eighty works ®proofreading. He was a type-founder, and in short, a jack-of-all-trades.
were off the press in both vernacular and classical Syriac, the first being the Bible. Following the
example of the American Mission, the Catholic, Russian, and Anglican Missions aso acquired printing
Zpresses for their own publications.
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Theimage of Urmian Assyrians as an isolated rural community is totally inaccurate. They were fully
aware of world events, national political developments, and local news through newspapers and
periodicals. From mid 19" century until the eve of WWI, four denominational newspapers were

published on a, more or less, regular basis. In 1906 a non-denominational newspaper was added to the
group. Zahrira-d-Bahra (Ray of Light) started publication in 1849 by the American Mission. Later, the

French Mission published Qala-d-Shrara (the Voice of Truth) began publication in1897; the Russian

Orthodox Mission published Urmi Orthodoxeta; and finally, the Anglican Mission followed suit by
The independent Assyrian periodical was Kokhva Zpublishing the Assyrian Missionary Quarterly.
(The Star) founded by Qasha Baba Nwyia-d-Wazirabad, a scholar and theologian who, after graduating
from Urmia College, had spent nine yearsin U.S.A. and had obtained two separate degrees in theol ogy
and science. He coined the subtitle for Kokhvathat reads; “Kokhva, a small lone star in the horizon. ”
Although he passed away shortly after Kokhva began publication, the editorial staff maintained this
publication as the voice of the nationalist Assyrians. It was published biweekly from 1906-1918, with
interruptions during the war years. Kokhva had various columns to cover world news, national political
developments, and local events. It also published articles related to medicine, literature, sciences, and
so on. Examples of articles that appeared in Kokhva are biographies on Joan of Arc; Tolstoy, Napoleon
Bonaparte, Thomas Edison; world events such as the Titanic catastrophe, the San Francisco
Earthquake, new inventions, political developmentsin Turkey, Germany, and in the Balkans. There
were specia articles on the Assyrian language, history, and a debate on the name “Assyrian” versus
“Suraya” in several issues. Thus Kokhva kept the Assyrians of Urmia abreast with the latest
developmentsin the world.

In the plain of Salmas, north of Urmia, was located the town of Khosrava, another Assyrian center of
population. Khosrava served as the headquarters of the Catholic Mission where it established severa
schools, seminaries, and a hospital there. The town had a mixed population of Assyrians and
Armenians numbering 30,000. The Catholic seminary produced internationally renowned scholars such
as Paul Bejan. He was a collector of ancient religious and literary manuscripts. Single-handedly, he
edited, compiled, wrote and published 36 volumes of literary material in both vernacular and classical
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Syriac. Khosravawas called “the little Rome of Persia.” By 1918 there was practically nothing left of
the Catholic Mission in Persia. In one report we read: “In 1923 in some places the jungle had returned,
Zfull of reptiles, wolves, and savage animals. Churches, schools and houses were in ruin.
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In 1906 there was atotal of 201 schools with 5,084 Assyrian studentsin the region. Considering

that Assyrianslived in only 120 villages, the number of schools indicates that there was more than one

school in some villages. The following is a breakdown of schools administered by different
missionaries and the number of students accommodated by them:

Schools Students

American Mission 53 1721
Russian Mission 74 1640
Catholic Mission 54 1223

®0thers 20 500

SWith the beginning of WWI, the rate of literacy among the Assyrians of Urmiawas estimated at 80%.
Thisisa

Migrant Work:

The various mission establishments could not offer employment to the large number of Assyrian men
who were receiving schooling in mission establishments. Literacy and the presence of foreigners
exposed the Assyrians to the world beyond what they had known as oppressed peasants. On the other
hand, there was the possibility of engaging in migrant work in Russia, Europe and even U.S.A. Russia
had already separated Georgia from Persiain 1801. When in 1828, it also conquered the northern part
of Azerbaijan; thus, the Russian border came very close to the Urmiaregion. Hundreds of Assyrian
men went to Tiflis and other border towns in Russia to work as migrant laborers or engage in trade.
Tiflis was the center of Assyrian migrant laborers who numbered “in the thousands.” Assyrian
contractors hired Assyrians laborers to work on various construction projects especially the railroad
connecting Julfato Alexandropol. Among the notable labor contractors were Jibragl Aslan, Mirza
yohanan of Gouytapa, and Usta (title for a skilled craftsperson) Alahverdi Badaloph. The latter is
“reported to have had 300 workers under his employment most of whom were Assyrian.

News came from U.S.A. that it was possible to earn between $2:00-$4:00 aday in Americaif one was
aunion member. Since they knew some English, the Assyrian men became encouraged to go overseas.
Before long, the Assyrian 2K okhva recorded that in 1907 alone 306 Assyrian men left to U.S.A.
villages had lost the majority of their able-bodied men. Women began to complain about what was to
become of their daughters. Editorials appeared in Kokhva expounding theills of migrant work. Had
Kokhva known that several years later, the Assyrians abroad would become the only beacon of hope
for the survivors of holocaust, and would provide the refugees safe passage to U.S.A., it would,
perhaps, have been less critical of migration. In one issue, Kokhva reported that 90% of men were
living abroad and urged women to take over men’s work to keep the community functional. It advised
the men abroad to send sewing machines and fashion patterns so that women, organized in coops,
could operate dressmaking shops. In 1908, Kokhva kept arecord of deaths and weddings for ayear.
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The totals were 55 weddings and 180 deaths. Kokhva warned that aratio of three deaths to one
wedding forecast a similar rate of drop in childbirth, which meant that in a generation the Assyrians
The village of Taka-Ardishay was referred to as an “all-®would suffer a sizeable population loss.
women” village. Kokhva reported that there were not enough men to even carry a coffin to the
graveyard. Women had to carry the coffin in a “gardoon” which was an ox —driven low wagon with no
sides. The women of Taka-Ardishay had also to haul their grapes to their homes and dry the raisins on
the rooftops instead of the “varazan”, a plastered slanting platform built in the vineyard for making
raisins. This was because there were no men to stay in the vineyards overnight to protect the varazans
from thieves.

Migrant work plagued the Assyrian families in other ways, as well. In one issue, Kokhva praised a
woman who had refused to resume matrimonial relations with her husband unless he was checked by a
In another issue Kokhva printed aletter an Assyrian “’doctor and declared free from venereal diseases.
woman sent to her church complaining about men who return home with foreign wives when Assyrian

maidens are becoming spinsters.

Why did the men leave their homes and families, and chose to work overseas? The following are some
responses as elicited from the migrant laborers themselves:

When | came to the United States, U.S. had abig namein Urmia. Y ou thought you would come here
and see lots of money. But | could hardly find ajob. Finally | found ajob as a boss-boy in the same
hotel where my cousin was working. Everybody had come to earn money and return to Iran. But when
Bthe war started, they figured they better bring their families over...

My eldest brother was 28 years old when he came to Americain 1912. No Assyrians went with the
intention of staying. They all went to earn money, gold, and return, buy farms and vineyards. But the
Bwar changed their plans. | do not think anyone had gone to stay there.

| left Iranin 1913. | was barely sixteen. We were alarge youth group. There were four or five from my
village of Shamsha Jiyan; and more were added to the group from other villages as we went along until
there were 78...S0 many young men were leaving out of necessity. We were not able to make aliving
there. We did not have enough. We wanted a life of comfort and plentitude; but the Turks raided our
Villages. they killed and stole our cattle. We were targeted because our homes were better-finished,
more respectable, people better dressed and fed. But continuous pillage reduced us to poverty and
destitution. Wanted or not we had to emigrate in order to support our families. There were not enough
jobs. Just like you see today in Poland and el sewhere there are no jobs. People are starving. They flee
to other countries. So that was our condition. My father had left the country in 1903. He had left in a
group too. They wouldn’t travel alone. My uncle had come to the U.S. earlier. He was a bricklayer. He
had returned to the old country, and in 1913 when | was leaving for the U.S., he was coming for a
Dsecond time.

Men went to U.S.A. to make quick money, purchase the farmlands and vineyards they had worked for
generations as sharecroppers and become freeholders and owners. Some succeeded, but others never
realized this dream because the menial jobs they did abroad did not enable them to save enough money
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to make their dreams come true; besides, did not have the face to return home empty-handed either. So
their absence from home became lasted longer. The men lived frugally; often sharing aroom and using
the bed alternately, so that they could save enough and send “barats” (money gifts) back home. The
steady flow of “barats” to Urmia did help the locals to raise their standard of living. However, not al
of the hard-earned money reached its destination. As there was no bank in Urmia, letters and currency
were transferred by “chapars” or courier service. Often bandits intercepted the courier service and got
away with the money. A more serious problem was the Kurdish marauders who descended upon the
villages during the harvest season and not only plundered the crops, but also took away the livestock
and robbed the people of their personal possessions, including the clothes they were wearing. The
Persian government was too weak to protect its citizens. Kokhva’s reports provide a statistical base on
the Assyrian villages, and shed some light on the extent and nature of this problem. A summary sample
of the reportsis reproduced below:

Kokhva, val. 1, no.3 (1906): p. 21:

Kurds have stolen livestock from suburban villages; 12 homes in Kizlashiq looted; 5 in Badilbu. A
man and awoman killed. Government forces repelled. The “kokha” (headman) of the village of Saatlui
robbed.

Voal. 1, no. 4, p.30:

In Targavar Harriki Kurds stole 500 sheep and killed the son of Y accu.
Vol. 1, no. 5, p. 37
Baranduz River villages are destitute from constant Kurdish depredations.

Voal. 1, no. 13, p.102:

The watchmen the villagers of Gogtapa hired for protection, turned out to be thieves who robbed them.

Vol. 1, no. 15, p. 116:

Kurdish attacks on the increase. 5 Assyrians and Armenians were robbed in the village of Pakabaglui.
The village of Hassar located above the mission college was looted. The inhabitants have taken refuge
in the American mission college. Vol. 1, no. 16, p.125:

A famous bandit named Ebad was killed while pillaging Dizataka.

Vol.1, no. 23, p. 183:

Degala attacked twice. Bandits repelled both times by village guards. Kurds attacked the Baranduz
villages. Fierce fighting. Six Kurds killed.

Kokhva, val. 2. no. 1 (1907): p. 8:

248



e

Unprecedented peace and order in Urmia. A contingent of local fightersisformed in Sangar to protect
Targavar from Kurdish Marauders. Even loca Muslims have joined to show support. Christians are

thankful.
Voal. 2, no. 3, p.33:

12 Assyrian villagers killed in the border fight in Targavar between Kurds backed by Ottomans.

Vol. 2, no. 4, p. 44.

Ottomans occupy Targavar. Kokhvais pleasantly surprised to report that the villagers of Seir
petitioned the Ottoman leader there for justice against the Kurds who had stolen their herds. Half of the
herd was returned to them by his orders. Kokhvais hopeful that finally Ottomans might be able to keep

the Kurds in check.

Voal. 4, no. 3(1910), p. 31:

Kurdsin occupation of Seir and Mar Sarguis. Live off the villagers.
Vol. 4, no. 5, p. 56:

Kurds are targeting Baloolan. Have plundered several villages.
Kokhva, val. 4, no. 16, p. 187:

One girl abducted. A woman converted to Islam.

Vol. 4. no. 17, p. 198, 210:

Two more girls abducted. Urmialandlords are attracting pro-Ottoman Kurds to settle the abandoned
villagesin Upper Nazlu, and Shahar Rivers. Local Turkish and Assyrian peasants worried.

Voal. 4, no. 19, p. 222:

Kurds and local Turkish bandits target Assyrian villagesin Shahar and Baranduz River. Threat of

pillage and killings in Hassar and Gargjalu.
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Vol. 4, no. 21, p. 249:
Pillage number one problem in all of Umia.
Kokhva, Vol. 5, no. 2 (1910), p. 19:
14 Assyrian men in Khosrabad robbed; the house of one pillaged, wife killed.
Voal. 5, no. 4, p. 41-42:
Kurds burn down local Turkish villages.
Skirmish in karasanlui between Assyrians and Kurdish marauders. 50 head of cattle taken away.

Dr. Packard’s friendship with a Kurdish Sheikh pays off. The Sheikh promises the safety of the village
of Seir from Kurdish marauders, and lifts the tribute he extracted from them. (p. 103).

Vol. 5, no. 9. p.104:

Ottomans, backed by the Kurds, have occupied Kahriz, Golunji, and Jamalabad (northern villages). As
new landlords, they have been extracting heavy tribute from the villagers for three years.

Reports of pillage diminish at the end of the year 1911. The Russian military presence and a more
vigorous defense of the borders provided rural areas with a measure of safety. The inhabitants of some
villages who had been displaced in previous years returned back. Among them were some Targavar
villagers who were scattered as refugees since the 1907 Turkish attacks. Of the 94 families From

not knowing that worse was awaiting them shortly after. *'Baloolan 20 resettled their former homes,

Assyrians, Russians, and the British
During the WWI years, the Assyrians were exposed to two different foreign powers as their “alies”
and “protectors”: The Russian and the British. But the Assyrian experience is very different concerning
these two protecting forces. The Russians are portrayed in Assyrian war annals, personal diaries, and
memories as human, friendly, and compassionate. The British, on the other hand, are described as
aloof, haughty, and exploitative.

The Assyrian experience with the Russian forces took place during the first flight in the winter of 1915,
when 10,000 Assyrians from the villages near the Russian border followed the Russian retreating
forces. Hereis one of the eyewitness accounts (female respondent):

When the warning came that the Turks and the Kurds would attack, my uncle who had come from
Russia and had brought a “droga” (a four-wheel cart) with him, loaded the furniture of three
households on it. (Thisis how many we were). He put us (the children, there were 9 of us) on top. We
started off towards the Russian border. On the way, the wheels got stuck in the mud...My uncle
begged the Russian cavalrymen who were passing by, to snatch the children before we were massacred
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by the enemy in pursuit. Those Russian soldiers were kind. Each picked one of us, and put usin front
of them on the horse and covered us with their mantle. They fed ustheir rations leaving for themselves
only so much as not to starve. At night, they kept us warm. Thus, they took us across the border into
42Russia. There we waited until our uncles and mothers arrived.

Another respondent: (male)

We fled from Iran to Russia. We fled behind the retreating Russian troops. | was four, and my sister
was two. My mother took me on her back with my sister in her arms. But after walking for a couple of
blocks my mother returned and left my sister with my grandmother, because she could not carry us
both. My grandmother had a house full of furnishings, an orchard, and avineyard. She would not part
with them. She thought no one would harm an old woman. But she was mistaken. All those who
remained behind were killed. | remember vividly, as we were going, my mother fell face down on the
snow while | was on her back. A Russian Kazak dismounted and put me on his horse. He helped my
mother to her feet. He carried me on his horse for the rest of the time. On the way, my mother found a
10-months old baby left on the snow. She picked him up and brought him along for the child she had
%) eft behind. Now heisa physician in Chicago.

The Assyrians came into contact with the British after the 1918 flight from Urmia. The following are a
few eyewitness accounts:

In her family history Miriam Y ouhanan describes an episode that is worth noting. Her immediate
family who included her husband and their three small children were among the refugees that fled from
Urmiato Hamadan in the summer of 1918. Her husband Dr. David Y ouhanan, a well-known physician

educated in U.S.A., fell ill in Bijar before reaching Hamadan. So they were unable to continue their
trek. The British had a strong garrison in Bijar. When he requested medication from the British
physicians, they refused on the ground that their medical supplies were for the use of the British army.
Ashisillness got worse, his wife repeatedly pleaded for medication, or transportation elsewhere. But
the British physicians and officers refused to provide them with either medication or transportation
“nowing full well that he would dieif not helped.

Other refugees report that when they reached Hamadan, they were half-starved and emaciated from the

horrible days they had passed fleeing for their life with the enemy in pursuit. Y et as soon as they

arrived in Hamadan, the British lost no time using them as labor force. The men and youth were

enlisted for military duty and women were consigned to break rocks and sew sacks for the British road

construction project, which was to connect Hamadan to Baghdad. In his own words a male respondent
mentioned:

We walked the distance to Hamadan under very difficult circumstances. | have stayed without food for
more than three day. When we reached Hamadan, | was walking in the bazaar; the British apprehended
me and said that | had to enlist in the army. | was 16 then. They took usto avillage. It was very cold
and we were without food or clothing. There were about 2-3 thousand of us aged 16-25. After afew
weeks | deserted and ran away. The British there were not able to get provisions. They were giving us
%3 kind of bread that looked like manure. It was inedible.

The Role of Germany in the Assyrian Holocaust:
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The generation of Assyrians born after WWI was heavily oriented in literature that emphasized the
“British Betrayal of the Assyrians.” While there is ample documentation to validate that perspective,
the role of Germany in instigating the holocaust was obscured until Gabriele Y onan came up with her
groundbreaking research. She revealed the German documents attesting to the fact that Jihad, the
“Holy War,” was actually made in Germany. In other words, it was under German instigation that
Turkey made the Jihad an excuse to wipe out thousands of Armenians, Assyrians and Greeksin
“Turkey, and to attack a neutral country like Persia.

If the role of Germany was |ost to the post-war generation of the Assyrians, it was not to the Assyrians
of the WWI generation. Although thereis no explicit reference in the Assyrian sources to the role of
Germany in instigating the Jihad, there is clear documentation of German support of it. Even before the
occupation of the region by the Turks, Kokhva noted that the Kurds, backed by the Turks, were no
longer raiding the border villages to plunder, but to massacre and that Germany, as the Turkish aly,
was permitting the holocaust. In the Assyrian sources Emperor Wilhelm of Germany was portrayed as
a“madman,” adevilish figure, who, with the philosophy of “might is right,” was ruthlessly permitting
his army to massacre civiliansin France as well. There were reports that Germans were shipping
truckloads of dead soldiers (including their own) to special factory sites where the cadavers were
processed into different types of lubricants. That the Germans had sent their generals and officersto
train the Turkish army was interpreted as an outright colonization act. Surveying foreign newspapers,
Kokhva reported “Now the real Turkish ruler isnot the Sultan, but Germany which like the British did
4in India, aims at controlling the government by controlling the army.”

In her book “the Assyrian Holocaust”, Gabriele Y onan makes the interesting remark that the Holocaust

that the Assyrians, Armenians, and the Greeks experienced is different from the Jewish holocaust. The

difference isthat the Assyrians and for that matter the Christians had a choice. Had they agreed to
convert to Islam, they would have been spared. Obviously, based on the following comment by Rev.

Justin Perkins, who first met the Assyrians of Urmiain 1836, the Assyrians were ready to pay the
dearest price for their Christianity:

American Christians know nothing, in comparison with the Nestorians, of suffering for the name

of the Lord Jesus. They are habitually called by their superiors the Muhammedans, unclean infidels
and dogs, and are treated in accordance with those epithets. Often, their properties, and sometimes
children, are wantonly stripped from them on account of their attachment to Christianity, while their
“Brenouncement of it would place them at once beyond the reach of such indignities and sufferings.

Ina1913, in awar report on Tkhuma, Kokhvawrites:

Of the nine who were killed, three died a martyr’s death. One was asked to deny Christ and accept
Muhammed “I am fasting and cannot deny my Lord.” He said. A second was killed for scorning the
“suggestion. A woman was shot for professing Jesus Christ.

Undoubtedly some Assyrians did renounce *Similar scenes are recorded in various other accounts.

their religion to spare their life and that of their family, but those who did not, and yet survived the

genocide, are the ones that to this day have maintained their religion, their name, and their cultural
heritage.
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Consequences of the WW/1 Genocide on the Assyrians:

During WWI the Assyrians, Armenians, and the Greeks in Ottoman territory were all victims of state-
sponsored horrendous acts of barbarism on the part of Turks and Kurds. But the case of Assyriansis of

specia concern because the genocide has had irrevocable and far-reaching effects on the present

situation and the future fate of this ethnic group. Let us examine some of the consequence of the
genocide on the Assyrians:

Close to two-thirds of the Assyrian nation perished during WW!I uprooting. Among those .
especially targeted were the intellectual and political elite of the nation.

Unlike the Armenian and the Greek refugees who were assisted by their nationals when they .
the Assyrians were >'were in refugee camps, and could rejoin fellow-citizens in Armenia and Greece,

uprooted with no chance of repatriation (except for the Assyrian remaining of Iran). Despite vigorous

pleas on the part of the Assyrian representatives, the Entente Powers or the United Nations did not
grant the Assyrians even a settlement with some local autonomy.

The traditional political organization of the Assyrians, which until WWI had maintained the .

institutional continuity of the nation, was so completely shattered that an effective aternative
organization has not been achieved given the geographically dispersed condition of the communitiesin
Diaspora. The reason is the above-mentioned blows snowballed into a chain of adverse effects.

The pillage and confiscation of all the economic assets during the holocaust, threw the nation .
into total bankruptcy. Since then no national recovery in the form of the establishment of a national
fund has been possible. The Assyrians are still building their financial base one family at atime.

Thus while the Armenians and the Greeks have maintained or attained statehood and are slowly
recovering from the worst effects of the genocide, (although there can be no recovery from human loss,
especially on apersona level), the Assyrians remain destabilized. Through a heroic effort and sheer
determination, the destitute Assyrian refugees of WWI who found shelter in various countries
throughout Europe and the Americas, have everywhere established socially and economically viable
families. Today, through collaboration with the Armenians and Greeks, they are renewing their efforts
to set the historical record straight regarding their plight and their rights as a nation. Let us hope that
the Armenians and the Greeks will give equal recognition to the Assyrian cause in this collaborative
effort.

! See Rev. Isaac Adams, Persia by a Persian (1900); , Joseph Knanishu About Persia and its People
(1899; reprint, Piscataway, New Jersey: Gorgias Press LLC, 2001).

2 Some returned to afew of the former villages after the war.
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3 Azari Turks are indigenous Iranians who have mixed with Afshar Turks and adopted the Azari
diaect. They are Shi’ite Muslims. Afshar Turks have moved there from the interior regions of Iran.

“A. Ishaya (trans.), B. Nikitine, “Family Life among the Assyro-Chaldeans of the Plain of Urmiah,”
JAAS 7, no. 2 (1993): 53.

> Curzon gives a higher estimate of 44,000. What is the reference for Curzon?

® Rev. Justin Perkins, A Residence of Eight Years among Nestorian Christians (New York: Allen,
Morrill & Wardwell, publisher, 1843), 9-10; V. Minorsky. Urmiya: Encyclopedia of ISlam (1934),

1032-38.
"“Urmia,” The Columbia On Line Encyclopedia.
8 Kokhva val. I, no. 2 pp. 85-86. (What is the date for Kokhwavol.1?)

% C. Issawi, The Economic History of Iran: 1900-1914, vol. 1 (1971), 24. (Do you have the name of the
publisher and the city?)

%4, Murre-van den Berg, “The Missionaries’ Assistants,” JAAS 10, no. 2 (1996): 10.

“Missionaries of the A.B.C.F.M, Nestorian Biography (Boston: Massachusetts Sabbath Schoo
Society, 1857. Reprint, Chicago: Ninveh Press, 1933), 185.

2 Prkins, 250-251.
13 Kokhva, vol. 2 no.1, p.31.

14 Kokhva, vol. 1 no. 1, p. 6. (Is 1906 the first year of Kokhva?)
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1> Kokhva, vol. 2 no. 3, p.19; 1909 vol.3 no. 18, p.152; 1913 vol.7 no. 21, p.247; 1914 vol .8 no. 15

p.174. (vol 2151907, vol 3is 19097 What happened in 19087? | s the number of volumes quoted
correct?)

18 Kokhva, 1909 vol. 3, no. 13, p. 211.

7 Kokhva, 1914 val. 9, no. 1 p.2.

®Rev. S. David, The Assyro-Chaldean History (1923), 141. (Place of publication and name of the
publisher ? Most probably Chicago)

19y . Baaba. Nineveh, vol. 20 no. 4, p. 8. ( thetitle of the article and the year?)

20 Nestorian Biography, 56.

21 Y oab Benjamin, “Assyrian Journalism: A 140-Y ear Experience,” JAAS 7, no.2 (1993): 5.
22 Rabi K. Shleemoon, Nineveh 20, no. 3 (date ?): 50-54.

2 E. Vincenzizne, La Chiesain Iran (The Church in Iran), JAAS 12, no. 2 (1998): 97-99.
4 Kokhva, vol. 1 no.2 (1906): 16.

% Kokhva 1908. vol. 2, no. 14, p.180. (Previously volume 2 was recorded as published in 1907, please
clarify)

% Kokhva 1908. vol. 2. no. 14, p.157.

%" Kokhva, vol. 3, no. 9 (1908): 10.

% A. Ishaya. Respondent no. 53, Nov. 14, 1981. (Is this from your dissertataion ? If it is, then your
reference 42 should be here. | will make the changes if answer is yes)

#A. Ishaya. Respondent no. 15, Dec. 16, 1981.
%0 A Ishaya, Respondent no.29, Feb. 8, 1982.

31 Kokhva vol.. 8, no. 23 (1914): 270.

% Kokhva, vol. 2, no. 12 (1907): 144.
% Kokhva, no. 17 (1917): 130. (Any volume number?)

% Kokhva, vol. 8, no. 23 (1914): 266-268.
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% See D. Wigram. Our Smallest Ally. 1920; G. Y onan. Ein Vergessener Holocaust (A Forgotten
Holocaust) (any date and publisher name for Y onan’s book?); Mary L. Shedd, The Measure of A Man:
TheLife of William Ambrose Shedd Missinary to Persia. (New Y ork: George H. Doran Company,

. 1900-1999 A.D. Assyrian History Archives.http://www.nineveh.com1922);

% J. Alichoran, “ Assyro-Chaldeansin the 20™ Century: From Genocide to Diaspora,” JAASS8, no. 2
(1994): 50.

3" Kokhva 10, no. 31(1917): 5.

% The Kurds had orders not (to?) attack the American Mission because of the great service the
American doctors had rendered their leaders.

*Rev. S. David, 146.
0 Kokhva 1917. no. 1. P. 4 (is volume 10?)

4! Kokhva 10, no. 18 (1917): 138.

“2 A. Ishaya, “Class & Ethnicity in Central CaliforniaValley,” (Unpublished Ph. D. dissertation,
U.C.L.A., 1985),158.

*bid., 157.

“ Miriam Y ouhanan,. An Assyrian Odyssey, ed. Y. A. Baaba (Alamo, California: Youel A. Baaba
Library, 1998), 104-113.

> A. Ishaya, Class & Ethnicity, 156.

“ Jihad, or the “holy war” gave the Muslims, whether they were military or civilians, afree hand to
massacre Christian men, women and children

4" K okhva, 9. no. 7, 167.

8 J. Perkins. Residence of Eight Yearsin Persia, (page number?)

49 K okhva 1913. vol. 7. no. 23. P.270.

%0 See W. Wigram in Nineveh. val. 4, no. s. 1, 3; vol. 5, no. 1; Rev. S. David, 166-1609.

>l Gen. H. H. Austin, The Baqubah Refugee Camp (London: The Faith Press, 1920): 55.

A Nd o i i edan d e b Lqnhia i
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Vol. 2, no. 11, p.128:

Robberies and looting start again. Kurdish bandits plundered both Assyrian and Turkish villagesin
Nazlu area. Killed an Assyrian woman.

Vol. 2, no. 12, p. 139:

Kokhva advises villagers to arm themsel ves with guns and post night watchmen to protect themselves
from bandit attacks.

Vol 2, no. 13, p.151:

Ottomans are supporting the Kurds in border skirmishes. Savoujbulagh threatened.
Vol 2, no. 15, p. 177:

Baranduz looted. A Christian girl abducted.

Vol 2, no. 23, p. 270:

Ottomans amassing artillery in border area. Kurds are allied with them. Lower Baranduz villagers have
deserted their homes, and have fled. Persian governor has set post guards and urges villagersto return.

Kokhva, val. 3, no. 9 (1908), p. 104:

Gotoorlui (near Gogtapa) attacked. Inhabitants fled and scattered.
Voal. 3, no. 10, p. 115:

Taka Ardishay pillaged.
Kokhva, vol 3. no. 19 (1909), p. 235.

Anzal (northern district) under Ottoman (Turkish) control.

Vol 3, no. 22, (1908), p. 258:
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deserted their homes, and have fled. Persian governor has set post guards and urges villagersto return.
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Gotoorlui (near Gogtapa) attacked. Inhabitants fled and scattered.
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Taka Ardishay pillaged.
Kokhva, vol 3. no. 19 (1909), p. 235.

Anzal (northern district) under Ottoman (Turkish) control.

Vol 3, no. 22, (1908), p. 258:

258



sas iy LSJI.B’S':l:\h:'

O S 358 cam sl o (K5 oS JliS W (Joseph P. Cochran) (O S8y =S5
Bals 55 48 e pU 4 prli s 53 YABD Il 55 4575 3 any e 2SS T (6L 5 prne
e 955 et gl 5 (SN0 o Bl Ls i el 15 06 s 4 a8
23 Sl 2Bl &S oS s 08 e ey s i (g sl 3 ST 4 1l
Ll ol e b &35 55 (Yale University) (e g yme SRS

259

ollaw il gl olis )3 SIS 43Ss P gad



2¢

v

S e

ax)pl plwlew 13 philey Cnlic eliis gh)S05 )35s P pyad

s FATLay cudm ols Jadhuwl eada: O paad

T T T R vy 2t

sl Jadg.euis aSa: & ygual

.U




©5Fo) @ada: A pgund

-7 G d A8 g e G @ eaSus ealiyl eaSs : q pgnd
alel sgo)l oaalpl JaSgadls @aSa 1o pgins



vols sl golall @asa @ 1Y puad ;
e300 @asSa : 1) ugal

262



Rond

e

4623 (relaly @als :

5

&)

:\p")-_)_mj

iS5

Blawl

1

oly

o
\O
N

JSLA%Y)

\0

Lags sghy @aSa



“-\r'"((:"(

(,.mcun \\XWH xﬁ-l&m s('unun ‘é‘.l.sécﬂ‘l \ﬁ:m:.
.._n((_-n ‘Cu v&m, - L3 9:...\1:1_\ l_-u_tm .._-l-l -u_-l
‘69-»-1 «l&-s ‘él'-hﬂ mmAAiﬂ
ok

t.‘l'.ld‘l ‘Cu-y:ﬁ::_-n(-y:u;m 1
_c\..én-:_m ‘Cuk..(-n_m(v:uam—z
LKW L(ﬂ:ﬂ:'pmm 3
qﬁég‘(rug e.uq.s 'y:u‘a‘m—4
Mg i N A panaT
,m;. n::A:'Fuam 8

{_1...1«.; 9:«114.@@3(@«1 9
Ltﬁ-( tCu -l.m-l -Fuam 10
\6:.:.&4_« m(mm 11
i Aum -Fuam 12
ﬂlég(-ug ‘éuls(‘puam 13
d.bam v(-us -Fuam 14

264



“-\r'"((:"(

-;:lu -'lciml 'Fuam 15

9:.;_\1_04 -thu‘(-puam 16

{..Lc\&q ‘C_-u(-;:uam 17

Crxan {uﬂm(ﬁma&: L(cu:ns., -Fuam 18

A,\(-m::-l(sé:mu(&(qm: -Fu;m 19

-m-ua Caa -Fuam—20

n&_\-u:l TN -thu‘(-puam—ﬂ

‘Cum(g.ux(mm—m

ra (m l.né-t -Fuam—23

-Lm-l_g ,mﬁ.. 5.»(«.1::: -;:u;m—24

-;:lu L(w(mm—zs

,-un& ﬁ:a(&(mu -Fuam—26

'Fl'l.l:ld.‘l'.l (-un {_mk(-’:uam—ﬂ
werta dis L Vdvcﬂ'l e ol L tad xémam
‘éu{ﬂa-l&(d_\

i g o Cpans 28

M'l.(h {Ar\s(v:uam—29

gm_-r.u.u ‘4193. -Fuam—30

,::1%4:1..:.04(31

265



266

“-\r'"((:"(

9:::&.0: e L(‘L@(‘Fuam—32
DLNPR L‘én.mv(-puam 33
sadn ay s axs puam-34
‘&A,m p.&:u(x{u:m(mm—%
(_'m.; b«rﬁ:r.l \G-.n(v:uam—%
(-u_o: oo :m_:ls_; LN 'Fuam =37
A..cu:.g.ua wCas ‘F‘-‘é‘ﬂ -38
il e s muaa-39
x(,ﬂa_-m& (.s_‘l'.l.s_lj 'Fuam -40
"‘r‘&'“ guqlaa -Fuam 41

:I_Q\m e 9::11:11:1<(¢\1 mm 42
yemtam dtay Fuaa-43

Mis o an Fuaa-44

-ug-ucm -Fuam -45

@ -ucm -Fuam -46

Qo -l.m-l -Fuam 47

{Ae—‘l é\-nm 'F'-Qm -48

(..;mlq_\ M-ux 'Fuam 49

Kaa \qai.;; Fuaa-50

gl  asmx Fuaa-S]



267

rl_\r-l{(_'n(

ads ay LT 7"“?:“_52
cxalay Mo M W pusam-53
\a;mx:: \cm_-l L(d:r.u: “Fuam—54

{l-n_m e L\éﬂ :lcu:ls_s 'FuAcr.l =55
\é&\q Sast Fuaa@-56
M-l_oa :m_l:n&.s 'Fuam—57

é-t_m ot \rs :l.('ucu :u;m -58
Cacau :l.(hcu 'F'-‘AI‘T-"59
AL 0 ad s Fuaa-60
Actiqm b Fusa-61
o il s —62

) et ) Fusa-63

L Ga a6l

3 ois wéal M Fuae-65




268

rt_\g((.:n(

~02+543 L5340 2aa\
200003 20e0ao) (@ o2 LA4 o o3l L Lxaa
20030 Jabmn a3 200 (Lioan P\ (Ix o)
AN 2583 (1oomd) BoAL2D 2531 L 2Auwaxo (Alwa 280M¢n
2 {09590 o\ 28 A8 oM ALl Alo (woheln 2805au 20MA
. ({3200)
PYAY- WL PAY Ar3300 420302 pRAIC AT P AC. W B TR Y =0
200maal AN 2A5A 30 2Aadx0l 2004180 Lewnd ol Lnbd
o\ 52 1A 28d\w0 (2083 1520 3 \Nowddmn 2AmAds
2000 Ao (aaex 10,050 28080 Moo Luxn L a5 sonds
L\ ey {02035 1305 2 20_aAvel 200 ACAVIATRY
-20012 25131 L) 2 1Am0X0 2010 .2A0BaTan AT o 2..105_\72&
PF R TN AN Aa 0 Lodal; 2w O (=002
& Loore La5e c\o;_..::.ﬂ N-1- SV L PR Y- T Y. D AN, UL Y
25,00 . A3 001 38 61 2001509 1o Anliolo
- £00MA . D0Aln 1axa L.
(‘l_n.\, cl.\'-l@_'n (Coaad) 1 ah s

(ﬁ_;.\,l sl wasdlay Qqﬂ asadd

27 e 3050A R CHET



269

a1 uaiha daga_ma o_mial A
Ch b dahdab Anl ol
e hale A¢: N daga may
e 2t A4 o an Canra )
| o _maaen fon qaidlay @e dxzass
¥ _xua GRES £ \x o _mrmd g
o xlad may e die s
(i 2t ab’ o aata s e L e
o nlx Guba o maan Cead
TR Tl J ICR LT Y
L\ g il A Lt et Vs e
< AT E T D OR CHEC TR
AR\ P LR G U - 2N QYA ¢ 1-C
PR TP Ve R ANNCL IS gt WU L
DAREET T PSS ACTLE (L LU
e ta hsacdboan Ll Ahemy,

10 donlo 2O Ta20 200—1A5%T ulodw <0 100 o0

1AL AOAL TIA DL ead 1o 15082 0539 28a-0 1N o3
Y- AW
25028 1503 (0 2503 38 23 G106l o A W TR T
(.15._:.:13 LAvox x4 (wony oad A3 =0 Al
i—00n r_..'....151.:t:o¢: ~D0—n202 w05\ Lohveio fnao—x
‘- .&dole

28 -yoSolN (1 A4




hiaNea e Wh
CHahsn Losnmn ool ad

-

2008

w0263 A0 Holy Apostolic Catholic
Urmia Lake Assyrian Church Of The East

270



n_\g{(.:n(

271

+T A sesder plough: Assyrian, ficst
millennium E.C.



rl_\r-n((_'n(

B3 Caplives resting in teansid

s s abeming

272

TT Assvrian crisltsmen



273

“-\r'"((:"(

( 2006 2 J1.5xA R 24 liaxw

oha & A\ s, m)

riabda £2u)ad

L235595 {HeDd2%

252 Do N 25ox SHoaleSsom o

zqz LA ST wonla (1381 28402
SASYS

SEIRTVLEA FPLC WG
359 0 LB A L g 26800
2349 wadn 135 230005 (12,59 068N
Aanie qodoui-Aagn i LELAY 3o
280sp 2AAAT 1555 81 w3l 145 e
10 251500 2AA00 285 18 wabS i 1424
Hix G094 N0 (s) 2Aoathol 2l (1Y,
a0 oda 24

plis)) 1d0A > +1d0la 1AM -
18eBATD 13054 ol 066n L86AL (¢
1Ra i bl oy 54 BRI 1-40ka
A3 368258 e fr s méaal (I supai0d
PIEY AT J.Ac\.»nﬁ:.l Laa Jﬂ_‘\oﬁn gl
1AaL.5 m1b0 Laon . luddaso 2K 12Xy
FRTISINET L

3608 2844 b 230000 1AL
261 1(azya Y1 & 0 ) 10 BE G AR
S ASAAL 0 (Audia) 28055503 Adaa aQ...
261 66N 25 21ELAK A6 L(Olualy)
codion 85 b a0 39 Aewala 3513
A0S ( Jlunige) 1555 28 sl.tﬂ.Sn.». 1ol 285
o 18 «25ala 2545 18 dole 1AmAL
bo:no 1504 a3 13361015 064

261 128, 910 28N a0 JAuATS

(AL AL Aadda 2.&956_\95.5.:0‘2‘.
1AL p0 % G0 ¥ 168 waloA A n
266 ix_9 ud Pola"daxl"n PFCIN
z_aoM.a lno_\ J.cn_\ln J._En_r—"l lw
ka5 1Y 280pa% 2d1in 2hen A X
19 266 2808 < 18058 5. 9% 1 2453
LS IS N ETIN CPEPEL TEW
A Liansha w6572 Hiady oo s
28%a sl.ua_\_':\_..as_*o dolo 1Ado 18X
. Lol madso 7000 Pasend els

L5 1sbaa wad o i fand
GMMO J.m_\.\. 3_15.50...0 J.A.m.am
1A 18 LisNod 154 Lix laas
Aaigmiiin riope (123500 280ph0n
0 HEaho 255 1K 1AGSl 1B 6t
FIR-TINI

5l L%as i Anliaa2 Az

18023 15 1Aendn 280\ 214 Nod
: 2323050 yxad A5 JEi33n
: s da 1AL 50 J.Ava.».a 1AL 04y -
o 1Eindn 18800 2idsha  Ihedip
1A s0x (2A%68y 0 180 (A2
o 28558 20 18 . pdod-du o s
28a 1 2855 (AG-dida LAl
(I AT00 (14 (8aA =9 2841a
o J-*A—“ﬂ-” Gx9 LTLi080 ¢ Lo
PERKWE: PR ZE P IR 1 W &

17



n_\r-n(e:(

(C\&\C\ o \-<' <19y 19m

2006 3 21.Axa B 24 ;..L.._m)

248 03 As 25 1, K008 | Adheih 2
Ao i, ad608 A b Ao 2his
IHome Hain Mg 1945 60\ 2in3
SECRRVETIS IO AN I T
3.::&__*05_:1 2.&.59; - L J.&\:r.n._\-

EEEYE RN E-CIG ELTIFING. 31N
Fpd o5 1804 1o1000 iAo
rdod-aag oX Lol mih oo iz 1480s
SRR ENC I WEEETEPUS I FR A
18i.a00 M5 g0 A\.S_nl:_?:_: J.Ao:mu 2
s wan A -t 1mse
2830 Axd

ool 1 id \ona dhwing.
063206 1365 5wl 066, 18eAd
Safe 1489 AL 1 sougo 15N
360 o 2.9 2508 244 Mi cagL A s
BolaialaNa iz dia ey
Mo o map.._*.._m:n Nos B6AL 25,0
003208 o 202 13953

AL sdpsd e th 1o L5061 240

J_ki'iéh’ig wD-1%0 S_M A Mo 2.::::..:9 DN
HiX 120610 cngload 35558 wal 245 1206
0561__; J_nnnN. 3_..}5“5. 188 %00 Z_EJA_h
HAEK L340 z_ua_ma ;&SBQ L%ia

(o8 D) wosadda J.Ms_“.l BPEAE:-T

2.}:1.:..5_: J.A,.g.iupo J.kju\\.a_-l «1=l0 Ao
-Axo 1Aca{ Ao 2.&.1::!'20 PEEETH

1A dx aiaa 285 manala Laons 15,4
Hd Lol mi o 1ix 4000 2o 2505 o ts
RENNG RIS EFFREN TR RS K
w0 85283 & 22808 Sd oaud 10l
RSP RN ELPRTLE PEELE PRI T
108 0 Lioad (ol maan pix 148
638,34 12 -t 1o f 0

Hiiato b 088 B8 1o (AL
Lla o 3.3\:1_‘1: - lgo_m 3_&_,.0&:0 Lo =54
:.u_-:a ;w o_\ hlay

LY NETY ‘J'SE:‘ J.M..m.:l J_.»._“n:n.n J.A.\:mg
(28681220 2 5 %5 g oo a 8134
861 247 2u N d0%0 1ua (96w
PECAN woblan PN ANET \661319610
L RS NN TR I BNET 1Y
(A 13988 289601 wal | 66NN
S EIRICTPFIR 1IN SEC I AN
.3.5.4: Aaxi sln:uA\n Lo M&-&o
1Ao_-r_n__-| P J.L\._m:a_..u 3.01.3\ 8
FCEN Y J._:M w228 (68 31y wo o
JA::Q.S.‘ wad J.,.me.soo J_\:oo_\_u_'r_d L
Hka-g o

Frton 25954 Liasin 1haka.
ol . AL 15 28 (2525 o et 285
0+ Hhoxihdn 159548 15 dAak 13810
Toa 1AmAa et L ik e LBed-As
ERSERACEPET I EACL L AV TN Y
H5 1081902 1in] . Lot miine 1E5AA
bk oo 155 .2y o2 0 1,08 on o
EEPEITERIL TIPS TNV E L PECET:
121 2308 JARK Liihan 25,4 s

XAz 25K A0-wa 289 3h w_
NCCAPEGTELREEET sl 066 1abeal
12 o ¢ $8EE 52 i 10504 3608 1Adx




n_\g{(.:n(

.CZOOO;[_L__HQSM | "o&-m a \ m\m)

Fibaas. (Jack Morgan)" S a60 ¢&" « LA Lisfos adx.d (Nd 18 daxin 105l A
Howdn 1h0 Lied ol uafon (myads e BTN
«xoxa $ifata 19550 26X (9 walosd
ICEN NS L NI S LT M L
"axsof And oX 24225 2408 AL eep
Ltk Lioysa 2ACathadt 066 13h 4 n
o=5) LaAda Hia A s 0661 Lot woni
Fab iAo el oo 1883 g o (e
13% 3210 19,805 aia by e (6638
} it wol35h 1A6AL LBag  1ALAS
C bhp (680w 1AL 2ANY Bhalia
#in L6166 15B0x wl 26
TP L ;_._\.a_m LAeala 1aen 1AM

"sa . 424 1g"
FPILWLY I AT
e
waoA—ADD

.,?_a.._u_\:_.._‘

1661 158 28 (iotia) 13ipada 2gen Fmnia
Miaaan thia 1h%ed 28 qAuifow
68 —<oa il——EJ—?—‘-"'IO Hgéhi; S8 .

RINEEIIN 22 $4528 ci3a "pa 8" (1852 it =
a3 Hhpod odx .8 380 16 Mo LK Sub 20ubsa 80 25A0Y el 23020
(Henry Rawlinson)" .\o_ra_hp_ﬁn 23aq" cn_§2.9o_'r. "zﬂ_{i:'f_\" caTloA A S S J—-ﬂ.:
8 Bt mndy edlow a8 ke sl $04 82,0 061 .1852 sz s wae A  oxa
Aot i S A Lo e finna Adad baxda 1281 Aumn 255.0 1565 0ad

e 0—'\1843“%““0 "\ohea o3 2ais Lol 188 n aar . 2599 Add o

ECN LY WCELVEPELTE REIIE I T 182384528 2800z (068 x,4 108 Az
SBiesls Lo s 54

Q564 "p Lhxa 55T B4 2561 B

18 e = et Y230z (George Smith) "Mt

Biix 7 285420 Aol 1873 Fidra 2A0hadls
161053 060N 00y 1AaBiwl 18,8518
Witz v 28m. A% bedds 28359 ua (leys)
Hioia 10sbuasos 15bn Na 1AL o 1899
; 3.2’:\9:_\6.‘;3.: cﬁleu (Koldewey) "aoadaa"
koS 22 58S (1888 Hiiz o
- 3184 1A% 0K Lra o \baAxd
wérp 35 30 2ix 188550 . dpn "HASS

27¢

2aag w2 Sad mles agetosoq

1 4



2

“-\r'"((-"""(

'0&“\ o\ m%\ m.m)

aasiowy Jale NAET LB, PLELIV

2500 63120 0611850 L x5
cBonts lggn Shmda o 1A RS 2a2 s
LR PLER J-n_.;—w EEPLPERY WIS |
1dae2d 001 2660 "was,a’ . LIAL wén A
1S ex 1618 oV sm0n0 oY 29020 10555
loom 186AL adatow od . il
o) wotva \ o dania Fegd $ia . Aan
+a3 wondoeeo

Y W L P PENL VLT )
T EACIEIVNNE RS G P NE AR
RENCEFETAERINE I FERICENS

H10-091068 13 (Jusopn 1A A
1éin o . Fiaih A 2508 Laed PATaAan
IYCLISPERPE PR ERUT W
#o6% 343 edaxoed (Zdism, AAal (Talbot)
AL e a i ne 2in 1te b

Leed HimAan Litodo 2A0An Liaq)
155" s A 2iagr pin isimals
HAS Hinlo . 18009505 682,90 6810u0%
29 15 md0 1Bonds deen S 002 266
“ 1meSo Lix 036 pxud
o 5 1259 Lhala fper Finas
¢"\OAGDT" o-{ H0l "aux o Ad"
AT PRSI RIS EINT PR R FIN N
CEX LRLETS AN PISEE PP EEEY
13la w580 LA6AL 2gen FmAal
066 im0 Laskn 3o 18N
A (Edward Hincks) "®aaaa1p86a2"
TR CRERH I PELEIVEE FITELCRREY
J_mo Mia teed FaaAan ol bas "wad
FERNTEELE PICEWSRE: £
oS, aB6A]a Ligr WinAa S wr G0 235
FLOPTICILIN CPSREPLNIERY NS
wx o 138 3t A3 (3 187) A fod
1251 Az 0K 066 Anla Lo S uan$al
odtcnaond 20N e lnda i
1Sadio ponda e Fhmdnn adias
Aol 16 Ao ;_H_\q hoat el a2
T 10 s Lo Him Nam LEann M A5
J " -mﬁgﬁ-&_qﬂ léi;
138 ol 0 "o (1849 Hilx v
o 264 A..z 061 ."adbicn"s Lied oo 2l
2énsaiso s aia 2honda C 0 280
ogrp ik o HiBAan ol mamo "2Aes"
32 do2 "wsane N nx 1l
TRL PPN IER PRI & WHNERCH
b b Bl tqmlto (aBoAdn

17



rl_\g{(.:n(

oo &\ im-iom

1A%h LAae)d

(AL AL La30a

20024 Loz maaw AN L8NS

AL 2001 2050 Smma dAaTAl 2Aiawa
b s L Laskn s o
Y 4o e & edhatd i

e
‘.l - A A A Jaw \ o
PAA S ERA NS S o oS A W |

PRECUUUI I\ 1
e s e o Do
O WOLATLAS
2hon AL Joow MM Aias (o
(0 dm) o\l Jomaba 1203 o (A3Sa
Anoa A2 2503 S0l it 84, Joa. 200
AN % \A&Azgi; za>85¢3vé_qao{ o da
i 2 oA (00N xS (dy 3o
\OTS  Zam Lios (2Aaxdl wOLALALI
S e ponsh dsets o ath
:r.\_\_‘l \6615 J.A.L: 2.1 2.\..1%0 ‘\m:\
clq :.uzaaﬁa J.:\.J.A mu.t 2Mn:o zcnla eo..z

i Aw ok !_‘._d..—

2- l.r.h\.'l-hm Q.hﬂ L N -lUl

tonm 2
A2 Ag-:.: Llsa\-rpom poAS paso.
Moan.or AL 2A0aaasH 295 ol oo
Ao 30, 1 Laoso mas «Laoona
15 o8 A2 (Zacaa «AuacdSio waaoalia
£da5s 3Axs0 yoohra Aad AL 2roxa
- Ol0a% (ASax ol 1Ax.d0
PR ERasS
Jb ays
13 Lmaba

S8 g 5,653

ACET R IN-T-C R VTV -V

Boasla Al 3. Ieazo A2 -6
1093 2380 2Amx oo Ak (A

Ihsudan .o 3008 mdomo -7
Lox03 288 Ao 21 230y 2003 < dgd
53 o 5,000 L3S oo 28,01 (b 158m0
010.10:::.....30 .3_-1_-| o.\ 000 -.w». J.a:\ Z.k\o.‘ol
20830 Lz z;.’qm 570 Aoy 595 z.u AV
xS o, s i .80 in
€AMW «ooka Wil 1aMH Lacwa
+1.d 15608 Lo10101 Ix%0..0 ¢2p00R3 1ad%
NC RSPty zm..z NN 00012

ol
The Thompson Chain-Referance Bible
wled, Ao e sl hok




278

2009 Coixh 3 3@ o

AN ILLUSTRATED DICTIONARY

Gods, Demons and Symbols
of Ancient Mesopotamia

JEREMY BLACK AND ANTHONY GREEN

Iflustrations by Tessa Rickards

e Lanio Lawoos ixla 250A
ol 2A=x.9 33N 5% 2Aoalsos
i apos dhmnnan b LAH B e el o
2Ax0A33"3 M09 22301 Mo \Adaa
<<."2.z.\9_:5::o;

160 szg\amg 192 o A2 Laha 202
ok a0 oxe £ 1 o
24x17 oy, 2364 20123 2Moua L2500 042
" (RS Ee

Lo soia shisnbd GAD siuiail
i dieh o (S K ot s
i BB o nan oo Lab
Lol woi00 Mo bl o 0 2Rt

> 1l5ouh, Gman s

An lllustrated Dictionary

Gods, Demons and Symbols
Of Ancient Mesopetamia

By: Jererny Black.
and Anthony Green
Ilustrations by: Tessa Rickards

wdao Ao (m-3903 2ian jois
LGA0N Hbz-xi0a odua 13As 3
Fami S a o ox Bed Ol
w034 23 Bwodo Imdow AL
2%5#0 J.”A:.ipg.:m ‘«F".:A\ ,haéa\;.?.»o «Ql_'l
EICWENL PN BT INIPIE IR LY
PURS N TR
.\:u.S oA\ 1992 z.a\i.:..:l T0290-30

2012 0l 1380 20122 L 3OIND u.\:_:s:
3% loow mAS cAoi-tum :lhoos
01 .2x,59 150hT0 I 20025% Jaa
(AAIN2) 28u3-3d oA\ o 2Moad
INostynto 233 IhodRexa 1Amoddo
Aot 2h0ada00 2o o, 2R 011 .2AwA
s L ko 2o o st
B 108200 vl g A S
Az 3000 A3 LonATLAR0 woLAGIR02 of
RICRRESTER TR PIRIEEE -1

die a8 anes aRedt s
£ 205 (a0 au) J.A_._\.o_:o ;_h_\m
:.-L.A_-l ...m..i_ﬁs ‘Z&Lp'n 2.:.19;\0 si....t.'.\..:ol.\
8p03 (1A0eT = 20y LModose is
..NUL..E'm}_: 2_-1...!.\4 . e z.m:r. L\.:s&ila




rt_\g((.:n(

oo A\ <1 o-iow 2009 Lok &% La,985

w08 02n LA0ANT L3AvaN Lasan

B JLand wds 189209 qul
aas%o .«zé’.z_:s 200 Mowx 30MA303>
AL shaye Sap dderass
a0 23,4 2.:0;'?1 :Lo (3013 ;.:%6:\\2_:
Loo fax o Aai 2309 «28A0A2 JA%02a
Anxzo 2a0a 0daz0 (3.2 Phaea ol
Aze sEontita ik skt o das
e 3y csi-aen s Boia 208
1o Liwos Basa o Bax B wos
maie ihx b 1iag s s el
fala ol 20ai0oi (2xad 4 229 Lal
$005 22 061 2333003, a1 g0 Soapae 83
‘paoxhod A (o Lyed (2 2880z
i dasals S3as0 (Lual was 21343
135 wodola 2Mown lBwods Bax nia
2588 2108 e e

ZUA LiaBD 25308,

nn\\:-l 7H"q= '7_!'\“

.’-u\:ﬂ-—n—r‘ Gty n‘l;
1
f
|

FA% wAASS 23%0N
168353 2802

(19 25025 1-4:!)

i i ¢
23504 Lawd 23008
200A45 2nda Ja%a




2009 <ok % 3®)

w0h02n 2A0ANT L3Aval, Zasna

a3 s

;;&.;&g; \_'i.'..*:s“

IR

550:_: J.a:ou.\.

n s

q.n:u:l: 2&\:9: A% ...r.\ix::o; z:;::oa.&.

(....mp.::..s..:; 2&&\:... ::::;.i:n)

9.3.:.]:59.\; 2.&59;: 2:.'.:.\..».:;:0: Zaaooé.
(Awoadl)

2340 2003 (1a04 w2303 233008

s mi\ﬁm S 5 i s =5
el S (2008 ADAXT 01030 LN YA Y




:Qr-n((.:n‘(

s Al e wba .

WTEIPLTR 1V g.uam‘(paa\:n qadaann ‘dﬁlqg
e elan Eainad Kanasd

281



ASSYRIAN UNIVERSAL ALLIANCE "\
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Member: Unrepresented Nations & Peoples Organization (UNPQ)

7"\

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Secretary General
Praidon Darmoo (England)

Deputy Secretary General
Hon. Yonathon Betkolia

Treasurer
Joseph Jingo Sarkis (USA)

Regional Secretaries
Carlo Ganjeh (Americas)
Hon. Yonathan Betkolia (Asia)
Hermiz Shahen (Australia)
Shlimon Haddad (Europe)

Executive Committee

Arsen Mikhaillov (Armenia)
Bailo M. Chikko (USA})
David Adamove (Georgia)
Daniel Crisby (Sweden)
David David (Australia)
Mary Younan(Canada)
William Piroyan. PhD (Iran)
Youra Tarvardi (USA)
Edwin Babila (Iran)

Mailing Address
Main Office
Praidon Darmco
19 Tunsgate
Guildford, Surrey, GU1 3QS
United Kingdom
Tel: +44 1483 304040
Fax: +44 1483 223570
Praidon@aol.com

Americas
Carlo Ganjeh
2559 S. Bascom Ave. #7100
Campbell, CA 95008
Cel: (408) 892-5914
Fax: (408) 369-0186
carloganjeh@aua nel
Asia
Hon. Yonathan Betkolia
C/O Assyrian Society of Tehran
Shahre Ziba
Etemadieh St. - Mokhaberat St
Tehran, Iran
Tel: 9821 4431-2755
Fax: 9821 4432-5050
yonathanbelkolia@hotmail.com

Australia
Hermiz Shahen
PO Box 34. Fairfield NSW 1860
Sydney, Australia
Tel: 6129823 5340
Fax: 612 9610 2439
aua_australia@bigpond.com

Europe
Shlimon Haddad
walergraafsmeerslr 4
2131 DC Hoofddorp
Holland .

Tel 31-235614224
Fax: 31-235614224
S Haddad@auicknet.nl

For Immediate Release
Monday. August 20, 2007

On July 22-24, 2007, the Executive Board Members (Board) of the Assyrian Universal
Alliance (AUA) convened in Tehran, Iran. The following is a synopsis of the decisions

reached in the Board meetings:

AUA — Executive Board Structure

The Board unanimously elected Mr. Praidon Y. Darmoo as the Secretary General and Hon.
Yonathan Bet Kolia as Deputy Secretary General of the AUA.

Also, the Board unanimously supplemented Board membership by formal inclusion of Mr.
David David from Sydney, Australia and Mr. Edwin Babeleh Khanshan from Urmia, Iran, as
the new Board members, based on the voting records and ranking of the votes in the last
AUA Congress.

AUA Board of Advisors

The Board unanimously ratified a prier nomination of Mr. Ninous Beit Ashour as the
Chairman of the AUA Board of Advisors.

AUA Congress

The Board agreed to hold the next AUA Congress on the occasion of the AUA fortieth
anniversary on April, 2008 in Tehran, Iran.

AUA Policy Reviews

The Board deliberated and reviewed current political, security, welfare and economic
conditions of the Assyrian nation in the Middle East and particularly in the ancestral
homeland. The Board reviewed the recent report on the condition of internally displaced
families as well as the displaced Assyrians in Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey and Iran. The
Board, accordingly, deliberated on options and means to remedy and alleviate the on-going
despair and hardships.

AUA reaffirmed its refutation of all elements, both external and endogenous, that promote
isolationism, separatism, single-party dictatorial dichotomy and all elements that either
directly or indirectly dilute the Assyrian national identity, specifically, those who do so
manipulatively under the banners of religious denominations and linguistic semantics.
AUA in adherence to its constitutional mission reaffirmed its call to create dialogue and a
collective approach between the Assyrian political organizations and its foremost aim to
transform the on-going political processes into tangible and concrete results.

Assyrian Universal Alliance Executive Board
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A Ha Assvyrian New Year, the vear 6753 / 2003

DAYS OF NISSAN

THE ASSYRIAN NEW YEAR OF NISSAN
The beginning of spring was the day of amajor civic and religious
celebration for the ancient Assyrians. It was atime of nature’s resurrection
and the start of the New Y ear. It was atime to make sense of life, death the
universe and its creator. Assyrians were just as anxious to understand the
mysteries of life, to find god and worship him as we are today. Theirs was
man’sfirst attempt to explain god, his work and his will.

12

Though their interpretation of the creator, the meaning of life, death and the
destiny of man are different than ours, it was their search for answers, which
led to the religious beliefs of today. In their attempt to find god they
searched the heavens, tracking the movements of stars and the planets to
learn the secrets of the universe. The Assyrian New Y ear celebrations
started on the first day of Neesan, the month of the spring equinox. It was
based on the belief that this was the time when the act Creation happened.
According to the Assyrian creation legend, in the beginning there was only
watery chaos, “Apzu” the sweet waters and Tiamat, the sea, combined their
forces to create the universe and the gods. But when “Apzu” plotted against
the gods he was destroyed by “Enki” (Ed). This angered Tiamat and he
swore to take revenge. So the gods choose the Mightiest god within them
that could defeat “Tiamat” which was Marduk, the son of Enki. He was
superb of stature with lightening glances and virile attire. He was elected to
battle with her.

After afierce fight Marduk prevailed and used half of her body to make the
sky and the stars with the other half he made the earth. When pleased with
their work gods returned to their own duties and turned the world over to
humans. Recitation and re-enactment of this legend played an important in
the celebration on the New Y ear, the ceremonies lasted twelve days.
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First Day:-

Early in the morning people prayed to the gods giving thanks for granting
them the renewal of life. The rest of the day was devoted to singing, dancing
and preparation for the coming celebration.

Second Day: -

Before the sunrise the grand priest bathed in the waters of the Euphrates.
When finished he wore white attire which symbolized cleanliness and
innocence. Once in the temple he prayed to the gods to bless him, his
country and his people. Later the rest of the priests entered into the temple
and preformed their duties.

Third Day: -

The priests started praying before the sun down. Later the people would join
them in the temple. The ruling king would travel to “Borsippa” to transport
the statue of “Nabu” the son and the avenger of Marduk to the great temple
Esaghila.
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Fourth Day: -
The grand priest would recite the story of creation. Ordinary people also
participated in singing and chanting. It was a day to remember the mythical
reasons for the celebration of the festival. The rest of the day would be spent
by singing, dancing and celebrating.
In the evening while his subordinates were raying and praising the lord for
granting them life and wisdom, the head priest went to the great temple of
“Esaghila”. Here he sprinkled holy water, offering libation and purified the
temple with incense.

#

&0 o isginiplic oz SR

Fifth Day: -
The population gathered by the river to cook and eat while waiting for the
king. When the king appeared in the “Esaghila”’ he went through a
humiliating ritual intended to make him realize that he was but a humble
server of the gods, and responsible for the welfare of his people.
The high priest removed the king’s royal insignias such as his scepter and
his sword and placed him before the image of Marduk. The king was forced
to bow before the god and confess that he had not sinned against the land
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and his people. At this point the high priest returned him to power.

Sixth Day: -
On the sixth and seventh day, the priests brought the god effigies by roads
and canals from all the major cities.

Seventh Day: -

On this day Marduk would disappear and no one would know where he was.
The implication being that he had gone to fight “Tiamat”, but since he had
been imprisoned in the mountain of the Netherworld, “Nabu” assisted by the
other gods had to liberate him.

Eight Day: -
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The king took Marduk’s hand and introduced him to the visiting gods. The
gods bestowed their combined power on Marduk, giving him a “Destiny
beyond compare”. Thiswas the first destiny determination day.

Ninth Day: -
There was a colorful procession on this day, which was led by the king. The
gods were placed on carriage boats decorated with gold, lapis, and
carnelian. On thefirst boat rode Marduk attended four priests. Behind the
first boat was the royal chariot drawn by three horses followed by the rest of
the gods. The precession departed from “Esaghila”’ through the gate of
Ishtar on its way to the Bit-Akitu, by the river, where the group stayed for
three days.

Tenth Day: -
Marduk celebrates his victory with the gods of the upper-and Netherworlds
at abanguet in the Bit-Akitu and returns to the capital city for the
consummeation of the scared marriage. This practice was mest to insure the
fertility of the land. A re-enactment of a ceremony that according to the
legend was first performed by “Tauz” the vegetation god when he married
Ishtar (Inanna) the love goddess. The annual repetition of the sacred
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marriage satisfied a deep seated need for assurance about the coming year
just as the modern man celebrates his survival from the perils of the year by
feasting and rgjoicing at Thanksgiving when the harvest is repeated.

Eleventh Day: -
Thisis the second determination of Destiny. The gods assemble and
determine the destiny of the society in the ensuing year.

Twelfth Day: -
The gods return to their temples.

Our celebration of thisfestival at present time has nothing to do with the

ancient religious beliefs. It is observed as an aspect of our heritage, which

binds usto our tradition ancestors. It is another element of our tradition that
set us apart from other cultures and remind us of our long and magnificent
history.

Deities and what they represent: -

Apzu: -The god of underworld ocean, sweet water “masculing”’. The
begetter of the skies and earth.

Tiamat: - god of the sea, primeval chaos “feminine”.

Enki (Ea, Nudimmud): - god of the waters, heisin charge of the bolt,
which bars the sea. He knows every thing. He is the lord of wisdom, when

he speaks, of athing, it will be made. Heis the son of “Anu”, but sometimes
heisthe son of “Anshar”.

Hekills“Apzu” in awar of old and young gods “Assyrian story of
creation”.

Marduk: - son of “Ea, Enki” and “Dumkina”’ He supplants the other deities,
to become the central figure of their pantheon, after destroying Tiamat he
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created the sky and stars from one half of her body, and from the other half
he created the earth. He emits fire from his mouth when he speaks.

Nabu: - god of writing and wisdom, the son and the avenger of Marduk.

Tauz: - the Vegetation god.

Ishtar (Ishhara, Irnini, Inanna): - goddesses of love, procreation and war.
Esaghila: - the great temple dedicated to Marduk.

References:-

-Only the text from "12 Days of Nissan", Bet-Nahrain booklet Sydney
Australia 1995.

-The Assyro-Babylonian Mythology version1.8 html, by Christopher
B.Siren 1999.

All Rights Reserved, Moneer © 2001, Reproduction with out permission is
strictly prohibited.

kha bNissan: Assyrian new year
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