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Akkadian (lisanum akkadtum) (also Accadian, Assyro-Babyloniant) is an extinct Semitic language
(part of the greater Afro-Asiatic language family) that was spoken in ancient Mesopotamia. The earliest
attested Semitic language, it used the cuneiform writing system derived ultimately from ancient Sumerian,
an unrelated language isolate. The name of the language is derived from the city of Akkad, a major center
of Mesopotamian civilization.

Akkadian was first attested in Sumerian texts in proper names from around 2800 BCE.[2 And from the
second half of the third millennium BCE, texts fully written in Akkadian begin to appear. Hundreds of
thousands of texts and text fragments have been excavated up to date; covering a vast textual tradition of
mythological narrative, legal texts, scientific works, correspondences and many other aspects. By the
second millennium BCE, two variant forms of the language were in use in Assyria and Babylonia (known
as Assyrian and Babylonian respectively).

Akkadian had been for centuries the lingua franca in the Ancient Near East. However, it began to decline
around the 8th century BCE being marginalized by Aramaic. By the Hellenistic period, the language was
largely confined to scholars and priests working in temples. The last Akkadian cuneiform document dates
to the first century CE.2!
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presents to

GEORGE BIT-ATANUZ

for ASSYRIAN MAN OF THE YEAR FOR YOUR DEDICATION AND CONTRIBUTION

TO THE PRESERVATION OF THE ARTS, CULTURE AND HISTORY OF OUR

ASSYRTIAN HERITAGE.
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recognition upon you tor your service rendered. We thank you
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Seleucia, located 40 miles north of the

ancient Babyon with Syriac writing

mmon Vocabulary in ancient and today's Assyrian Languges

Page 1

Home Page 1 Page 2 Page 3 Page 4 Page 5 Page 6 Page 7

Akkadian/
Assryian

Pronounce A's

Contemporary

Assyrian

Eastern Dialect
as in Ant

Before R or L pronouce A asin father

Abalu
Abatu
Abi
Abu

Abu

Abudanaiu

Abu-Kku-Nu

Abura
Addamaiutu
Addamu

Adamu

Adannu

Addaru
A-ddu
Adi
Aga
agappu

20

Labuli Mobel
Evada

Abi or Babi

Abaor Baba

Ab

Avudanaia

Babokhun or
Abokun

Avura
Haddamauta
Haddama

Dimma

Dana Edono

Addar

Adi

Hal Adi

Aha

Gulpa Gepo

Contemporary
Assyrian
Western Dialect

Meaning

to carry, to take
Todo

My father
Father

August

Subjective,
pertianing to
performance

Y our father
(plural)

fleeting, transiant
membership
body organ

Blood

appointed  time,
deadline

march

now

up to now

this

wing



Ago
Aggu-bbu
agrabu
Aharru
AhaAha
Airu
Akhana
Akhalu
Aklu Shatu
Akhiltu
Akhatu
Akhatuti
Akhirtu

Aksu

Akhu
Akhutu
Aladu
Aladu
Aldaiu
Alapu

Almaiu

Alulu

Amni
shapiruti

Ammani

Ammtu

Anaiu
Anaiutu
Ana-hu
Annaku
Annu
Anutee

Apen
Apiu
Appupu
Arabayu

Arbasar
Arbau

21

Eigo or Eiguta
Guv-va
Agirva
Kharraya
KhaKha
lyaar

Lakha
Khala

Kala Shtaya
Khalta
Khatta
Khatuta
Kharaita

Asga

Akha- Akhuna
Akhuta

yilada or dyala
Yalda

Alahaia

Alpa

Almaia

Alula
Amni shapiri
Manni

Amtta

Anaya
Anaiuota
Ta-nu-hee
Tannika
Anni
Annee

Apen
Yipa
Tupa
Arabaya

Arbasar
Arba

Kosso
Eqgarbo

Hotho

Amtho

Enohu

Atoon

ﬂég(e:—a

grim, somber
Cup

scorpion

To bethelast
one by one
may

here

To eat

dine

eating

Sister
sisterhood
the last female

Dangerous or
difficulat

Brother
Brotherhood
give birth

Boy

god like, godly
athousand

secular, worldy

Street
fine arts

dishes

handmaid, female
servant

egoist

ego selfishness

to sigh

tin

These

these

even though, even
if

to bake

fold

Arab

fourteen

Four



Arbi
Ardikhalu
Ardekhlutu
Arkhu
Arkhisham
Arku
Arkhutu
Arku
Armelu
Armaltu
Armannu
Arnubu
Arratu
Arzazu
Askupatu
Aspatu

Asqu
Asqutu
Asrantu

Asru

Asu
Asharu
Assirtu

Ashu-raitu

Ashu-rayu

Asuto
Asuriu
Asu shaKaki
Atta
Attiru
Attu
Attu-nu
Attunu
Atutatti
Awu
Awaiu
Aykani

22

Arbi
Ardikhla
Ardikhluta
Y arkha

Y arkhaya
Y arikha
Arkita
Yarga
Armela
Arrmilta
Arminta
Arnva
Saartaa
Arza
Sgupta
Spadita

Asga
Asquta
Y asratna

Gassra

Asya
Shara
Assirta
Ashu-raita
Atturaita,
Suraita

Ashuraya

Aturaya
Asiuta
yesura
Asyad' Kiki
At
Attirra
Atta
Ah-tune
Attuna
Atutaeit
Hawa
Hawaya
Ayka

Ardikhlo

Yarho

Osyo
Shara

Othuroyo

Ashuro-yo

Aturo-yo

Atun

:Ag(e:—a

forty

Builder, Architect
architecture
Month

monthly

tall, long

Guest female
green, greenery
widowed
widow
pomegranate
hare, rabit
curse

Cidar

Treshold
Pillow

arduos
dififculty
fastener

Palace
Physician
Begin

Slave woman

Assyrian female

Assyrian male

medicine
bond
dentist

you

opulent, rich
flag

you plural
furnace
verbatim, literaly
ar

aerial
Where



Azlantu

B

Babilu
Babilgju
Babbu
Badugtu
Badugu
Balbatu
Baggalu
Baggaritu
Bakhiu
Ba-khu

Balkhudaiu
Ballutu

Ba-nu

Banuiu
Bar-atri
Baragu
Bariu
Bar-marriti
Bargalu
Ba-ra-qu
Bararu
Barruku

Bar tegurit

Bashalu

Basmu=
sweet odour
Battibatti

Batultu
Bazu
Behiru

Beldababi

23

Azlanta

Babil
Babilaya
Babba
Badugta
Baduga
Balbata
Bagga
Boograita
Bakhaya
Bkha

Bakhud
Balluta

Bna-yaor Bnna

Banuia
Bar-atri
Mabragta
Baruia
Maretti
Bargala
Bra-ga
Barra
Barukha

Bar Tagra

Bshala =

cooking

Bashooli

Bisma=
Basama =

Bat-va-tti

Btulta
Bza
Bhira

Bal-dva-vi

Bokhe

Bone

Boreq

Beytoye

Eledbobo

spinster

Babylon
Babylonian
dad

girl scout
explorer
spark

grocer

cow girl
weeper

to weep, Sob

alone, by himslef
Oak tree, acorn

to build

Constructive
Compatriot
Gilmer
Creative
Parishioner
Echo

to flash

glimer, to shine
Congratulate

trading partner

to cook

incense

perfumer

neighbourhood,
households

Virgin
to drill
adept, careful

adverseries,
enemies

ﬂég(e:—a



Berataiu
Besirtu
Besranaiu
Besranu
Bet-apie
Bet libshi
Bet-shamshi
Bet-shamshi
Bibu
Bi-khi-tu
Binianaiu
Birinni
Bir-gu
Blasu
Bur-ku
Bi-shu

Bish dubari
Bish-gaddu

Bi-ituBintu

Birtu = fort
Bit-etgi

Bizu sha gdili
Bnenashu
Battalu

Bulbalu

Bu-ru
Buhuru
Bukhurtu
Bulbalu
Bugagu
Bugtu = toy
Busamu

D
Dahhubu
Daggalu
Daianu
Daia-nu-tu
Dakru

24

Brataia
Bsirota
Besranaia
Besrana
Bet-yipa
Bet Ivasha
Bet-shimsha
Bet-shimsha
Beiva
Bkhay-ta
Binianaia
Billan

Bkhotho

Beynayn

bir-ga Bargo

Blasa
bir-ka Barco
Bi-sha Bisho

Bish dubari

Bishgada
Bai-ta Beyto
Brara

Birta = palace
residence of bishop

Bit-etgi
Bizad' gdila
Bnenashi
Bttala

Bolbala

beera Biro
Bukhra

Bukhurta

Bulbala

Bagta

Bugta = doll

Busama

Dahva
Dugdlla
dai-ana
daia-nu-ta
Dkhara

Dayono
Dayonutho

ﬂég(e:—a

Girlish
Shortcoming
Fleshy

Chubby

Bakery

dressing room
Solarium
Solarium
Drainage
Weeping
Structural
between us
lightning,
electricity
sgueez, to bruise
Knee

evil, sinister
misconduct, evil
conduct

ill fated
House
Daughter

Museum
Keyhole
folks, people
voiding, annul
confusion,
perplexity
water well
first born son
first born daughter
commotion,
Mosquito

Enjoyment

Gold

lie, sham

Judge
Judgeship
Rememberance



Dalapu
Damanaiu
Dmikhu
Damiu
Damiutau
Dam-mu
Dammi
Dangu
Dannu

Danu
Daggaqu

Dagqu

Daru
Darrugu
Darasu
Darshu
Darziqu
Dayyanu
Dayyanutu
Debu
Demut
Deru

Deraiu

Detu
Deyutu
Diashu
Dilanaiu
Dilpu
Diletu

Dimtu
Dinu

Dishpu
Dubaraiu

Dubaraiutu

Dukranu

25

Dlapa
Dimmanaia
Dmikha
Dmaya
Damiuta
dim-ma
Dimme
Tugniga
Dannana

Dna/ Dnaya
Dagiga
Dayga
Dora
Darrga
Doosh
Drasha
Darzi
Dayyana
Dayyanuta
Deba
Dimyout
Derra

Deraia

Daata
Deyuta
Diasha
Dilania
Dlapa
Dilaiuta
Dim-ei-ta
Dya-na

Doosha

Dubaraia
Dubaraiuta

Dukhrana

Dmo

Dagiqo

Dras

Dem?ho
Doen

Debsho

ﬂég(e:—a

Leak

related to blood
Asleep
Resemble
likeness, analogy
Blood

Teers

Neat

strong, mighty,
vigilant

to try acase

tiny, small

minute, small,
short

era, century
grade, rank
push away
expound, argue
dress maker
Judge
Judgeship

Bear

Quasi
Monastery

monk of
monastery

chewing gum
Ink

Trample
special,
characteristic
Leakage
Trait

Tear

to judge

Honey

related to mordl,
conduct,

Behaviour

Rememberance



Duppa Darppa
Duraiu Doraia

Durasha
Durashu
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Page
periodical, redted to
century

debate, discussion
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Home Page 1 Page 2Pa
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General View af the Schaal Woﬂe Th.e Number of Pupds aind.

Teachers etc. TR e

© School far Girls at .S‘upurgan.

. Years - Pupﬂs Teachers Name of the Teachers

1896 4z 2 Sarah and Hannah

(1897 41 2 - Hannah and Shalem’

"~ 188 42 2 Esther and Guli - . =~
1809 .36 2 Esther and Guli ~  ~ SO
1900 . 40 .2 Shamama and Guli® ~
1601 | 43 . "2 Esther. and Nargis
1goz - 35 i Esther
1003 - 45 2 Esther and. Sf‘na
1004 35 I «ems  SoONA :

1905 35 1 . Sona
10 394 17 _
The school of Supurgan is for girls only. It was established 1883
f this book, and he managed it mtll 1895 Durmg these

by the au_thor o}

EXAMINATION IN THE SCHOOL OF DELGUSHA, URMIA, IN THE YEAR 1902.

e
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introduction

We Assyrians, are the remnants of the most ancient civilization in the
world.

Our cultural and historical heritage is so vast and glorious, that it has
taken a fame of being a legend.

Letitbe! We are Legend.

The magnificence of our schools and academic institutions, our Assyrian
monumental arts and architecture is an evidence of our historical
supremacy, areality of legacy.

Yes! we Assyrians are a historical nation, we live with history, and are
favored by history.

For more than four thousand years, we Assyrians have ruled the
mightiest and vastest Empire in the world, where its nation dwelt in
magnificent cities such as Ninvea, Babble, Nimrod and Kala, a highlighted
part of history.

It is now that every Assyrian is proud to belong to this history, and
bearing the obligation to safeguard this pride and honor throughout the
generations to come.

We Assyrians are the pioneers to propagate the Christianity. We
pronounce the Aramaic language, spoken by our Lord Jesus Christ.
We believed in Christianity when our Assyrian Empire no longer existed.

We Assyrians once again highlighted the history by being amongst the
first to believe in Christianity, being the first to build our churches. Thus
living in lran , we established our new identity as the followers of
Christianity.

Our Church, famed in Iran as the * Church of Phars * made the
Christianity to be known.

Assyrians living in Iran for more than 3 thousand years, had all the
freedom of worshipping their believes, they were treated equal to
any other lranian citizens, and enjoying normal citizenship rights.
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Second international Assyrian Congress-london Bugusi 1562
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From Ashour Newspaper No. 62 — As printed in English Section Page 1 -
January, 1974

Proclamation of the Nineveh Liberation Party
The Creation of the Nineveh Liberation Party

The Assyrian Nation cannot achieve her basic and noble objectives,
without proper and sound organization. The Assyrians all over the world in
general and those residing in Mesopotamia in particular, should be guided under
sound leadership, by well-defined plans and objectives, so that they will be well
prepared for achieving their freedom.

Lack of political parties and acknowledgment of Assyrian Nation
aspirations, has resulted in a defective national setup which has to be promptly
corrected.

Only those factions in a society can achieve success, which do not arise
from personal desires, needs or individual ambitions but are rationally founded
with due consideration to public opinion and national aspirations, which enjoy
the majority’s confidence and efforts towards attaining higher aims, equipped
with logical and practical powers.

Considering the necessity of having a political party which should
symbolize the accomplishments of the Assyrian nation’s noble objectives,
representatives of Assyrians diverse social, religious, sectors, sects and
denominations jointly resolved to establish the foundation of a faction named
“Nineveh Liberation Party” do hereby proclaim the existence of this political

party.

PLATFORM

Based upon the revival of the Assyrian Nation on her ancestral land:
Mesopotamia, and due conviction and firm belief in the Assyrians legitimate
right to enjoy social and political freedom in Mesopotamia, “Nineveh Liberation
Party” announces her basic principles, ideas and objectives as follows:

Clause 1- The Assyrian nation comprises of all the diverse religious sects
such as the Chaldeans, Jacobites, Eastern Assyrians the so called Nestorians and
Syrians all of whom are of one blood.

Clause 2- Utmost promotion of the Assyrian sociopolitical knowledge
through proper guidance of youth groups and setting up sound social
organization for their education.

Clause 3- Special attention to the Assyrian national tendencies, wherever
they may be residing, with particular emphasis on their allegiance and devotion
to the principle and philosophy of Assyrian National Liberty in Mesopotamia.

Clause 4- Development of spiritual and physical communications amongst
Assyrian individuals and their diverse social over the world.

Clause 5- Emphasizing the necessity of preservation of Assyrian heritage
and the nation's precious educational and artistic relics.

Clause 6- Establishment of friendly ties and relations with all the countries
of the world, international Organizations and all the peoples, based upon
national interests, complete political and economic freedom; and with due
attention to the charter of the United Nations and mutual respect.
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Legendary queen of Assyria(based on an historica queen of 9"
cent.B.C.) Who repudetly founded Babylon and was noted for her
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beauty, wisdom, and sexua excess.
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by Rosie Malek-Yonan

Los Angeles (AINA) Like an umbilical chord still connected to its bitter past, the Assyrians cannot
detach from the events perpetrated against their nation by the Ottoman Turks, Kurds and Persians in the
shadows of WWI. The past looms unsettled. The past waits patiently and stubbornly to be made right so
that the Assyrian nation can finally be at peace. The Assyrian nation has been mourning its dead for 92
years. It istime to lay them to rest with honor. It is our human right.

Assyrian nationalists and educators such as Mr. Sabri Atman are doing their part to educate and create
worldwide awareness of the recognition of the Assyrian Genocide.

This week, Assyrians of America welcome Mr. Atman in their midst. His arrival in the U.S. isindeed a
bittersweet encounter for the Assyrians of this region. We are reminded of the importance of remaining
vigilant today in safe guarding our history and our past to ensure our nation’s future so that it may be free
from oppression and persecution.

Mr. Sabri Atman, founder and director of the Assyrian Seyfo Center in Europe, is presenting a lecture on
the topic of the Assyrian Genocide entitled “Genocide, Denial, and the Right of Recognition.” The five-
city American tour that began in Los Angeles on November 9th at the Assyrian American Association of
Southern California, will continue on to San Jose (November 10th), Turlock (November 11th), Detroit
(November 16th), and end in Chicago (November 17th) before he heads for Armenia with the same
powerful message.

| had the honor of attending Mr. Atman’s lecture in Los Angeles. He presented the facts clearly and
succinctly. But what was most striking about his presentation was his unshakable conviction to demand
justice for his Assyrian nation from the Turkish government.

“Today we are not blaming every Turk or Kurd for the past events. But this was done to usin their name,”
said Mr. Atman.
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Indeed, the silence of the majority and the opposition of many today to recognize the Genocide of the
Assyrians, Armenian and Greeks, only emphasizes the support of the denial of these Genocides.

Mr. Atman carried with him a palm size reddish stone from his homeland in Southeast Turkey where heis
banned from ever visiting. The stone is a constant reminder of the bitter memories of not just his family’s
past but also the past of the Assyrian nation that is perpetually battling 92 years of defiance by the Turks.

Like most Assyrian families, the death of his grand parents at the hands of the Ottoman Turks, is a
memory that follows him daily. “The Assyrian nation has inherited incredible scars.”

“We Assyrians live in many different countries, but our existence is not recognized. Our fundamental
rights are not recognized,” said Mr. Atman. According to him, the year 1915 was one of the dirtiest pages
of Turkish history and consequently, “the Assyrian people did not just suffer a tragedy. They suffered a
genocide!”

It is true that as children, we Assyrians grew up learning and hearing about the atrocities committed
against our nation during WWI. “We shed tears of blood,” resonated Mr. Atman. A statement | know only
too well when | remember the eyes of my own grandmother, who was a survivor of the Assyrian
Genocide. She was one of the lucky ones, unlike the rest of her family.

“We are the grandchildren of the Genocide. They owe us an apology.”

An apology that islong overdue.

© Rosie Malek-Yonan 2008. All Rights Reserved. Unauthorized use and/or duplication of this material
without express and written permission from this blog’s author and/or owner is strictly prohibited.
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FOREWORD

VERBS AND DERIVATIVES
IN TO-DAY'S ASSYRIAN LANGUAGE

13335050 Do 18aBa 3201080 v
This book contains:

” . .
5“"“"5:5% 2 1000047 3402 =al\03Tu 1 - a detailed analysis of the paradigms,con—

: ; , = jugations and formation of the verbs in
1959 1 2adl wadl wazd : Assyrian Language as spoken to-day in Iran,

1969 + gznkz y=X 2 - the explanation of the principal forms
! of nouns & adjectives formed or that
could be formed from an verbal root, each
form being illustrated by a list of ap-
. = propriate examples of veroal and non verbal
4D Bt BN ot s, A | DOU0S SPeLY Likely. o
ce2z iz : s L s 3 ~ some rules on modern speillng of Assyr—=
mdiidy Lt 1y deddos ms“agm‘”':_ ‘" ian,which to many seems to be very com-
cd88m 0.8 &Sznen desde %s Wage geeie plicated, owing chiefly to the use of points
 Absdud Ny 1 fiouze Hloua By B 1960 - instead of vowels, I think that the real
T R ¥ i difficulty in our orthography lies in the
(15 a0 xsodAS «Enwim&n’»=gpizu@n fact that it never has been considered from
: a grammatical point of view and organized
into a rational system, I have tried to
£ill also this lack tc some extent,

T wish this book could show the simplicity
and the regularity of our Language as well
as its extensive possibilities to develop
into a rich and literary language,as have
proved some of our late writers,

This study is meant also to be an encourage-
ment to Assyrians-all over the World to
learn and keep alive this medest yet pre-
cxous herltage of our Ancestors,
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INTRODUCTION

Troughout the history of music composers have employed
certain fundamental and basic principles of organization
and structure which serve as a meld on framework for the
presentation of the materials of -music, & rythm, melody
and harmony. ' 7

Every Composition has its own individual qualities,

which come from Composers ideas. The original songs
composed by William Daniel " The Assyrian Composer
Communicate The spirit of the Assyrian Music ",
In his creations, The Assyrian type of music takes form
right from The employment of fundamental and basic
principles used in geom motives, antecedents and conse -
quents, which are worked out within the characters of
the Assyrian music by observing tunns, variations of
figures and sequences very common to the music o f Moun -
tains Assyrians who have conserned the originality more
rigidly than that of the Assyrians of the plains, who
through influence of foreign music have igﬁored the
certain aspects that .establish and conserve its vital
originality.

Wit.Liam Daniel’s music of love, home, life and nature

no doubt captures the hearts & minds of those who listen

Lo L

to it more seriously and attentively,

&md K}

.-lAg\(etl—d
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(Fig. 8) A Catholic Assyrian woman from the village of
Bashiqa, north of Iraq. Bright beads and gold chains
encircle her neck (c. 1950). Courtesy National

Geographic Magazine.

Assyrians: THE CONTINUOUS SAGA \ 65

Hago 1Axala {aal
Glodao A\ PETATEN
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(Fig. 5) An Orthodox Assyrian family from Edessa region
of today’s Urfa in Turkey (c. 1903). Cowrtesy Abrohom

Nauro.
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(Fig. 7) A fourteen-vear-voung Chaldean (Catholic 20= 2_:7':0:0

Assyrian) bride from a village north of Mosul, wearing

her dowry of coins. In their villages, Assyrians marry
voung and bear children at early age. (¢. 1934). Courtesy
the Field Museum. Photo Negative #A88852.
Photographer: Henry Field.
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The Assyrian Flag

By:

Baba Bet Lachin @&{1 @&\cﬂ <
. S Tt W e I e G [~ TP |
The icon of our glory - :
Object of our prayers
Token of our joy rqo_-;g 20\

You are our beloved

Mo_Aga 2080y
You my dear N

i ; e . 03
Inspire us to be free N J.:a.': ~
A0 wA0u A4l
I swear to the great and merciful God 3_& ~ \5\5_

With all my being
My entire soul
On your holy altar

.\LSQ':J_.M_: 2.\1005:0:1

Shall sacrifice all oy ke 2_..05’_1:: 0 &30
13, 032 o
For as long as I live 03 ola 0
Will strive without rest o
To exalt you T v,
To worship you A Malada o
It is my quest 3 022 205
Under your blessefd shadow for ever praised Az 8a
To find my peace s e B
To find my rest J.;\\:o:o;o e
The flag of Bet Nahrin the holy Assyria idzacmw ohe g
Translated from Assyrian By: wox [ 2.&\:....:\.1 ‘,,,_;_;& _} QAV N0
William Warda . ' .q...\o:a : .

20330 30AL wioR—AuTa 28
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The Assyrian Flag and its Designer.

George Bet Atanous

By:
Arianne Ishaya, Ph.D.

This article is an excerpt from a book titled The Assyrian Flag. It is in the form of an
extensive interview that Mr. Homer Abramian, the chief editor of Airkha (an Assyrian
periodical published in Iran), had with the designer of the Assyrian flag, Mr. George Bet
Atanous (1919-2000).

The interview touches on many different topics including the history, mythology, and
the art of ancient Assyrians as well as contemporary issues regarding the legal status of
the Assyrian minority in the constitution of Iran in the post Islamic revolution era.

George Bet Atanous published this interview in the form of a book to be distributed
freely to friends and fellow Assyrians. It should be noted that almost every page is
adorned with ancient Assyrian art motifs and designs, some of which he analyzes as to
their symbolic significance in response to the questions from the interviewer. In that
context, he also tells the reason why he was prompted to design the present Assyrian
national emblem, the flag, and how he chose the representational symbols for it.

The book is in Farsi, dedicated to the memory of his mother. Reliable research
indicates that the interview was conducted in the autumn of 1980. Since many are not
aware of the meaning behind the different symbols and colors in it, upon request [ have
translated an excerpt from the book to familiarize the Assyrian readers with their flag
and its designer.

George Bet Atanous is known as a self-taught Assyriologist and a seismic engineer by
profession. His prime interest was to learn about the ancient Assyrian history,
mythology, literature and art .

He was elected as the Assyrian Man of the Year during the Assyrian Universal Alliance
(AUA) congress in San Francisco, USA in 1979. On that occasion he was also
granted an honorary doctorate for his invaluable contributions in promoting
appreciation for the historical, literary, and artistic legacy of ancient Assyrians, as well
as for reviving and preserving the ancient lore and icons .

George Bet Atanous was born in Russia in 1919. His parents were originally from the
town of Urmia. They had immigrated to Russia before WWI: but returned to Iran after
the political upheavals in Russia in 1927 .

His elementary education took place in a Russian school in Anzali Port (Gazian). He
continued his high school education in Teheran, and after completing his military
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service; he enrolled in the University of Calcutta where he obtained his bachelor degree
in Topography in 1951. Meanwhile in addition to his work as a topographer, he
began to take advanced courses in design and syncopation of seismographic
equipment. He received a Master’s degree in Seismology in 1968 from the
Department of Education in Hungary .

George Bet Atanous passed away on October 10, 2000.

He was an active member of several Assyrian educational organizations. He had an in-
depth knowledge of Assyrian epics and mythological figures, and believed that there
was considerable resemblance between Assyrian cosmology and mythology and that of
the Greeks and Romans. He collected ancient Assyrian art designs and studied their
symbolic significance. Using motifs from engravings such as the Assyrian Star or the
human-headed winged bull or guardian spirits, he designed medals, coins, plaques, or
jewelry in the form of cufflinks or tie pins in order to revive and preserve the ancient
Assyrian motifs. His two favorite art objects were the human-headed winged bull and
the Shamash Disc (known as the Assyrian Star).

According to him the winged bull is the symbol of greatness, strength and stamina.
Despite its colossal size, it is the finest example of artistic mastery in grace and
refinement of lines. The human-headed winged bulls or winged lions (Zamassu/ are
known as “Gateway figures” because they were placed at the entrance of palaces as
guardian spirits on either side of the entrance, sometimes face-to-face, sometimes side
by side. The human-headed winged bull symbolizes several virtues:

1 - The body represents the s#rength and stamina of a bull.
2 - The human head is the symbol of higher infelectand wisdom.
3 - The wings represent speed.

Any person or nation with these three attributes: strength, wisdom, and speed is

capable of maintaining its independence.

As to the symbol of the Assyrian Star, he believed that the symbol does not represent a
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star, but the god Shamash, the sun disc. The sun disc comes in two forms in the
ancient Assyrian designs. The first has four points or horns surrounded by four sets of
rays. Each set might be composed of one, two or three rays. The other type has eight
horns or points with seven or eleven sets of rays.

There is one unique version dating back to third millennium B.C. It is made of ceramic
and glass and was used as a necklace.

The design is in high relief. It has a single wide ray that starts at the center and
radiates out to the four corners of the object. In between the rays there are eight
spheres that may represent planets in the sky. Seen represents the moon and is the
god of irrigation, and agriculture. Seen is also known as the night sun. At the same
time /[sAfar is also referred to as the Sun god in the Assyrian tablets. The next sphere
represents Meeroodakh, or Mars. Due to its red color, this planet was well known .

The third is Be/or Saturn. The fourth is NVebu, or Mercury. The fifth is Yavor Jupiter.
The sixth is Shamash or Sun and the two others are probably representations of
Venus, which appears twice every twenty-four hours; once in the morning, and once in
the evening.

With respect to colors, a careful examination indicates that stone engravings
representing the Sun god are left natural; but those made out of ceramic contain gold
pigments to represent a fiery sun that endows the earth with /e

George Bet Atanous was an athlete himself. It was with envy that he observed, at the
Olympic Games held in Berlin, Germany, that the different teams each was carrying its
own national flag with pride. To quote his own words: “I was an athlete in my spare
time. [ envied the participating countries carrying their flags. I thought to myself: Why
is it that we have not attained the success to take part in such games while carrying our
own flag?”. The establishment of AUA in 1968, created an opportunity for him to
participate in the bid to design a flag for the Assyrians of today. He presented his
design to the Executive Board of AUA during its 3rd Annual Convention in. His design
was unanimously accepted. The reason for the enthusiastic approval of his design was
that George Bet Atanous had not created a new design, but had chosen the existing
motifs and icons found in the ancient Assyrian symbols. He had extracted and
reassembled those motifs in such a way that the design would be pleasing to the eye,
and at the same time establish the Assyrian national continuity and reawaken a sense

of pride in being an Assyrian .

The choice of the colors for the flag was also based on ancient Assyrian artistic
tradition:

1 - The center image which is the Shamash Disc (sun) is golden to represent fire as the
source of /e,

2 - Among the four wings, the middle or principal one is sky blue; symbol of Aappiness.

3 - The three points that are in between the wings and branch out to four directions
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represent either rays of light or rvers. The artist’s choice went for the rivers, which he
extends to four directions. The imagery mirrors the condition of the Assyrians of today
— i.e. scattered in the four corners of the world — and the hope of finding their way
back by the same route .

4 - The three rivers are 7Zigris, Euphrates, and Zab. Euphrates is colored blue to
symbolize plentifude. Zab is colored white to represent peace; Tigris is colored red to
symbolize pride. Above the Shamash disc is the god AsAurin war gear with original
colors in engravings found in the British Museum .

5 - At the head of the flagpole is the Standard of Sargon #; which was originally in gold
and was always held above the king’s head so that the generals could immediately
locate the king in the battlefield.

The Akkadian name of Tigris is Diglat or 7igla meaning dafe palm. Palm trees grew
along the banks of this river in thick rows, which probably inspired the name of the
river.

Euphrates in Akkadian is Praf, which means plentifude. This river was surrounded by
agricultural fields that it irrigated and sustained the people .

George Bet Atanous also designed various coins, plaques and medals for AUA and
other Assyrian organizations to be used as trophies or awards of appreciation for
worthy Assyrians who have served their nation well.

AALAASLLL

AUA Congress Approval
of
Assyrian National Flag

Dr. Wilson Bet-Mansour (genera/ Secrefary/
Mr. William Yeonnan (Asst General Secretary)
Mr. Sam Andrews

Mr. Aziz Aziz

Mr. A. Tbrahimi

= s — Executive Officers of 37 A.U.A. Congress
Executive Officers at Cologne Germany Congress Co/ogne Germany
. i

July 24 -27 1970

Fourth Day: 27.7.70
Chairman: Mr. Sam Andrews

The Assyrian National Flag, which was designed by Mr. George Bet

Atanous, the Assyrian famous artist, and presented to the congress by
Iranian delegation, was approved and recognized as Assyrian National Flag.
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Feb ob,9007

Shiamatakh Doris,

Akh pormifi at ivat min Iran, hi? Mud itlakh ilaka min Alexamder Alkhas?

Khizma ddiyokhun ile? Dakhi aha shikla miila l'dokhun? ltwa kha mandi kiva bar
khasa d'shikia? Min ika bidaet gad av pishle bina b shit 18927

Mabiune at iwat khizmita d'aw nasha, sabab aw iwa bruna d'Moshe. Al twat Doris
Mooshi min daha beta.

Gk

Ay iva biria p'shit 1891, B'shit 1912 purga-wa madrasa drusnayi gu Unmi
B'shit 1818 pishie simia gasha gu Salamas.

B'shit 1914 shunile [Tiflis mdita (Thilisi, Georgia).

B'shit 1816, min Dr. Freidun palute-wa majalta Nagqusha hartama.

B'shit 1818 khishle gu Russia.

B'shit 1820 wa rabi gu madrasa d'mdita d'Rostov.

B'shit 1924 shufisle shutaputa gavaneta d'kule Russia., u pishle kha shila akh
mdabrana d'aha gushma.

Pishle dwiga b'shit 1931 gu mdita d'Swerdlovsk {ga 3 shinni}.

Kharta midri pishle sira b'shit 1949 gu mdita Perm d'Russia.

Bar daha tlikle. Bikhshawa-win mitle gu dusakh.

Bikhshave-vin aha shikiokhun pishle grisha b'shit 1821 gu Moskoe.Sab gu da shila
§  khishe-wa tama min Dr. Freidun u tpiga-wa mi wazira dHukma d'Russia. Sab
ivushe diie rushmai dkomunisti. Up b'ide dwike-na chaniate d warage. Awu asia
Freidun itwalun kha plan d'madarta d'aturaii gu arate d'Urmii u Salamas. Cu shila
1821 khishi-wa gu anishkheta d'atra ga ipagta min wazira Chichern (kommisar

b'dana d'tapge-wa min nashi rushmaye (rasmi).

Deris, at kma shini-vat? itlokhun shikli khini?
Pakhalia but danni bugari. Aha shikia raba timanta-la. Sabab hal adiya akhnan
fitwalan kha shiklia daw nasha gabara. Aw vidiwa kha shula raba gurs ka sturayi

Vasili Shoumanoy, mdabrana d'Afra.
W BUBREWS .CoMm

Vasiii Shoumanov,

Chicago. IL

7738148518
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