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ABSTRACT (in English)

The name or title Sennacherib is translated in Wikipedia (en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sen-
nacherib) to mean: «Sin has replaced (lost) brothers for me»; however a closer look at its 3
symbols and 2 signs of the full name Ila Sin Acha Mish Arbu gives a totally different inter-
pretation.

Ila: sign preceding gods, demigods and the like.

Sin: moongod/king.

Acha or Akha: side, corner, zone (in Acadian). Easily mixed with the word for brother which
has almost the same fricative.

Mish: Sumerian Plural sign borrowed at times by Acadians.

Arba: Four (it still means 4 in Semitic languages).

Leaving out the signs and reading the symbols we get:

King Corners Four

or the King of the Four Corners (of the world), according to English word order.

Or, in Greek terminology, King of the Four Winds.

This sounds like a royal title and not a name given at birth.
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The Land cf

Dilmun:
or Ancient
Bahrain

4" i\

Prof. Fouad Y. Kazanghi

The Land of Dilmun was regarded by
the Sumerians as the heaven that they
seek for it in their dreams and folklore.
As the Sumerians could work and think
for a better life, they could succeed
in creating a significant civilization
in southern of Mesopotamia between
3200-2334 B.C. which had been regard-
ed by most historians as the first ancient
civilization.

The Sumerians also moved north,
from Uruk till they reach north-east of
Syria where they could establish a town
in the north east of Syria , and its re-
mains recently called (Mahbuba Kabi-

ra) which it had been a station for their
trade center for the people living near
the Upper See or(Middle). Then they
moved south until they reached a new
land near the Lower-See (Arab or Ak-
kadian Gulf) which was named Dilmun
or Tilmon.

Dilmun became part of Mesopotamia
in the mid of theThird Millenium till the
fifth century B.C.

Dilmun at that time has been includ-
ed Bahrain and may be part of Kuwait
because Arab Sea levels were different,
as the archaeologists found when they
have been diging in Dilmun .(2)

Dilmun gave access to Magani
(Omani) copper, wood and a center of
trade which deals with faraway Indus
Valley from 2500 B.C.(1)

Dilmun occupied an important place
in the minds of Mesopotamians and
intermingled with the Mesopotamian
Mythology in the second half of the
third Millentum when was the stories
written about the King Gilgamesh. As
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King Gilgamesh searched fore the se-
cret of immortality following the death
of his intimate friend Enkidu . In order
to do so, Gilgamesh has to seek out fore
Ut-napishtim, or (Noah) the only man
who attained eternal life. Gilgamesh is
told that he has to cross the sea to reach
this important immortal man . As Ut-na-
pishtim was sent to dwell far off at the
mouth of the rivers which are Tigris and
Euphrates. So it is popularly speculated
to be Dilmun.

Dilmun is also mentioned in the myth
of Enki and Ninhursag, but in this myth
Dilmun is presented as an earthly para-
dise.

An old Sumerian song says:

Dilmun the raven utters no cry,

The lion Kkills not, the wolf snatches not
the lamb,

Unknown is the grain-devouring bear,
The sick-headed says: not sick headed .

Anyhow the Sumerians went there and
find their heaven (Dilmun) in the east
side near the land of the sea in southern
Mesopotamia. The ancient harbour was
near the old castle of Bahrain which was
discovered in the fifties of the Twenti-
eth century and which is located near
the modern village of (saar) in the north
western part of Bahrain, and discovered
by the archeological expedition led by
Geoftrey Bibby. (3)

Bar-bar, the remains of an ancient

temple is still facinatig visiters. Also
there is about two thousand birial- mon-
uments attest the ancient land of ever-
living or the Paradise .(4)

The main products traded through
Dilmun were copper, stones, pearls and
dates. The Akkadians in the era of King
Sargon between 2400-2000 B.C. also
had occupied Dilmun, then Assyrians in
the 9th Century B.C.

Dilmun holds a number of fine re-
nains from ancient era: Most notable is
the temple of Barbar,while remains of
the old Castle on the north Coast con-
taining the remains of the old city of
Dilmun dating from 2800 until 1800
B.C. (5)

Referances

1. Van De Mieroop, Marc. A History of
the Ancient Near East. P.53
Wikipedia: Dilmun.
www.ancient-origins.net

Dilmun : Britannica. Com

Dilmun by: Kjeilen, Tore.
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By: Yousif Shabilla

Toronto, Canada

~INTRODUCTION~

This article deals with the Etymology
of the word Gurdu and its other forms
such as Qurdu s»,43, Kurdu, and the vari-
ous derivatives of Gur such as Khur, H
ur, Hur and (A)Ur.

The logic followed in this article is
the same as that followed in my books
(From Gilgamesh To Christopher), and
(Gal Du), which constructs the theme
using few Sumerian building blocks or
root words; in this case, Gur meaning
mountain, rock, boulder or stone; and
Dumu or Du meaning son, offspring,
people, followers, inhabitants, subjects
or their equivalents somethong like the
English suffix /ish/ and the Syriac suffix
/aya/, /naya/ as in Muslaya (Muselite)
and Baghdadnaya (Baghdadi). This new
approach has been facilitated by utiliz-
ing Syriac and Soor”th 1, the vernacular
Syriac spoken in many cities and vil-
lages in the plane of Nineveh and Kurd-
istan.

GURD

Kurdistan is a flourishing terrotery,

North of Iraq enjoying autonomous rule;

it comprises three governorates: Duhok,
Arbil, and Sulaimaniya. It is now a safe
haven for Christians fleeing oppression
of Radical Islamists, such as ISIS, in the
other regions of Iraq.

Although Kurds are an Indo-Europe-
an race, the name Kurd itself does not
belong to any family of indo-European
languages. It is, in my opinion, of Su-
merian descent.

A question arises as why should an
Indo-European race has its name in Su-
merian? The answer is that these re-
gions were populated dominantly by
Sumerians before the arrival of Semitic
and later Indo-German races into south
and north of Mesopotamia respectively.

The Sumerians Stamped there influ-
ence in the region in various forms and
left enduring prints in the area including
a bulk of linguistic, literary and mythi-
cal jargon.
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That Kurdu is of Sumerian coining
will become evident from the following
analysis.

We break down the word Qurdu or
Gurdu into its two salient syllables or
sign symbols as they are and without
approximation:

Gur
The word ‘Gur’ in Sumerian
means, among other things, mountain,
stone rock and the like.

Du

Du, contracted form of Dumu, means,
in Sumerian, child, offspring, or belong-
ing to a race, nation, religion, cult, clan,
leader etc... so Gurdu means the chil-
dren of the mountain, or the mountain-
ous people (TURAYE in Soor”th). But
Gurdu, as time passed, came to mean
the people speaking Kurdish whether
living in the mountains or in the plains.
To refer to the mountain ranges of North
and NE Iraq one needs to add the word
‘mountains’ again e.g. the mountains of
Kurdistan2 which means the mountains
of the people of the mountains!!

The syllable Gur has endured in
the languages spoken in Iraq and the re-
gion for millennia; but has undergone
some erosions.

In Accadian the Sumerian sound /g/
frequently changes to sound /k/ and so
Gur is rendered /Kur/, Engi fecomes
Enki and so on.

In Aramaic and Syriac gur is part of
many words, relating to mountain or

stone; some examples follow:

Gurna, in Soorth is a stone trough,
in Arabic .

Qorbana, in Aramaic, is a stone plat-
form for sacrifices and later was extend-
ed to sacrifices themselves.

Qarada in Soor“th means stiff (as a
stone).

Gora 1in Aramaic is a porcelain pot
for fetching water (jarra in Arabic).

Qurina in Soor”‘th is a pot of about 2L
capacity.

Niqqura in Soor”th is a small trough
indented in rock.

EGur in Aramaic is a heap of stones.
Egur Sahdootha, in Aramaic, means
heap of stones made as a witness on a
deed, as in Genesis 31:45-49

“So Jacob took a stone, and set it up
there as a monument; he said, too, to his
kinsmen. Bring stones here...”

And to further enhance the point here
are some place names, associated with
stones or mountains, in Iraq, containing
the syllable GUR or its derivatives:

Qurzi 1s the name of the first mountain
summit or peak to the North of Alqush,
It seems to be a variation or corrupt
form of the Sumerian Qur Zak or Zaq
Qur i.e. mountain Head or pinnacle or
Ziqurat.

Ras Al GUR is also called Bash Tapia,
it is highland or mound in Mosul , with
Zak arabized to Ras meaning Head; The
Turks translated Zak to Bashi which
means, in their tongue, Head. In Kurd-
ish tsava is head and so the name of the
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village Karsava simply means mountain
peak.

Khorazai a village inhabited by Das-
enites (Izidis) and means pinnacle or
mountain peak.

Khormal , Gurmava , Tuz Khur mato
villages in the mountain ranges of Kurd-
istan.

Ba Garmi (near Daquq, off Kirkuk).

Karmal mountain in Palestine.

Shin Gur (Shingar), Mount Sinjar, an
Izidi stronghold in Nineveh , Iraq.

(Ziqqurat)3 , (Zak = Peak or head,
Qur = mountain). An example of which
is ‘Agurguf Ziqqurah near Baghdad.

Gurwana is a potable water project
which the Assyrian super king Sen-
nacherib built to supply Nineveh with
fresh water from Bamian 50 km to the
North of Nineveh, in Shaikhan Shire at
the foot of the white mountain; he built
the stream using huge cubes of stone.

In Sumerian mythology Nin Khur Zak
(lady, mountain, peak) is the goddess
of the mountain peak. But in south of
Iraq, where there are no mountains, this
would, probably, refer to the top room
of Ziqqurat, where consecrated women
lived and meditated.

Now why should a Na-negation race
(Indo — German people) have their name
in Sumerian? (Semitic languages use La
for negation).

It is now known that this area was
populated by peoples speaking Sume-
rian. The Sumerians presence was the
most salient in the region. They have

stamped their idioms in the form of vil-
lage names, city names, king names
diety names and a bulk of loan words
which have precipated in local languag-
es of Iraq and the region.

Their influence in ethics, myths and
literature was profound. This is exem-
plified by the Epic of Gilgamesh which
shares many of its themes in the book of
Genesis, they are called parallels. They
are, also, credited with the invention of
writing in sign form which came to be
called cuneiform writing and a multi-
tude of firsts.

Is there a name for Kurdish language
in Kurdish? Yes, there are at least two
words; one is Kurmanji which is the
Kurdish dialect spoken in Bahdinan
(Duhuk governorate) the second is
Surani and is spoken in Arbil and Sle-
mani governorates. Kurmanji and Sura-
ni are two almost unintelligible dialects.
In Kurmanji we can see the root /Gur/
still present, the same root seems to be
present in Garman and Karmanshah, in
Iran; no such root is evident in Surani
which seems to have a trace of Assur;
but not for sure.

Mounts with syllable Gur or its de-
rivatives

Sinjar. (Sain Gur, mount of moon),
Iraq.

Ras Al ShuGur, Syria .

Qarpakh, Armenia.

ZaKGurus, Zagarus (the /us/ is a
Greek suffix).

PotGurny, under the mountain, Rus-
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sian surname.

Gurduvan mount, Sudan,N.

AnGura Ankara, Turkey.

MediGurie (a Catholic pilgrimage
place in Chekia)

Hur, mount  Hur ib, Hurrb has its
translation with it i.e. mount of God ,
mount of Rab , mount of Lord.

Huras mount, Algiers.

So one series of development or ad-
aptations of the word would be:

Qur>  Gur> Ghur > Kur> Khur>
Hur > pHer, Hur...(Har and ar in He-
brew)

It is to be noted that the letter r does
not change; it is the Q or G sound that
has undergone so many changes

Some of these variations are mani-
fested in the following mountain names:

Qur as in Qurdu ss,43

Gur Asin Zagarus

Kur as in Kurdistan

Khur as in Khorazay

Hur as in mount Hureb, and Huras in
Algers.

In Phertho 43,5 we can see traces of
Gordu but not Gordu explicit. PHer-
thites seems to mean mountainous peo-
ple. Bishop Jacob of Suruge says this
about Urva, Orhai, “Orhai daughter of
PHerthites, who excel in cavalry and
bow shooting”, a phrase which sug-
gests that Horrites and PHerthites are
the same one nation. (p 315 Al Muruge
Al Nuzhiyya....) and the /p/ is an alert-
ing Greek symbol announcing a foreign

sound.

HORITES a horse taming nation

GURDIUS king of Phrigia or Mush-
ki, Mushkian (Phrygians) are follow-
ers of Gurdi “ with the /p/ serving as an
alerting symbol.

Summing up we repeat that Kurdu
means mountainous people.

End Notes

1 Author’s mother tongue, Syriac
of Alqush, and other Assyrian villages
in the planes of Nineveh (prior to July
2014), Kurdistan mountains and some
villages in Syria, Turky (prior to 1915)
and Persia, 1s called Soor“th short
for AaSuria ith, Adverb i.e. in Assur
(tongue).

Cf. Olympus Peaks in Greek mythol-
ogy.

Ziggurat 1s a 7-storey temple, with a
room at the top, used for worship and
sacrrifices by Sumerians.
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A lot of researchers in
political  sociology and
those who cared in inter-
national affairs those com-
munities are classified ac-
cording to their diversity.
These diversities are con-
cern with religious, sectar-
1an, nationalist, ethnic, lin-
guistic and cultural. In the ¥
same time, the majority of |
countries and communities
have prevailed large nation-
al and small minorities. In
our contemporary world we see that the
countries like India, Japan and China
live in a very high population blocks and
prevail in a very great diversity, but they
managed to achieve society and cultural
unity in accordance with the great slo-
gan which is unity in diversity, while a
lot of countries which live with diversi-
ty specially Arabic countries cannot vi-
able, or able to live together or achieve
integrity societies.

The prevailing nationalism played
a major role in strengthening the mi-
nority when given all their rights, but

PERSECUTED MINORITIES
STUDYING IN THE CASE OF IRAQ

Dr. Raad Aboudy Yaldo
Ph.D in the international law

®)

these privileges could bolster these mi-
norities to claim for independence be-
cause it will build a sense of difference
and distinction. This case happenwith
Kurdish in Iraq. Or may these privileges
promote wider integration into society,
such as, case of China, Japan and India.
Also we note that deprive minorities of
their rights may lead them to the follow-
ers of legitimate and illegitimate meth-
ods to claim rights, or lead to the extinc-
tion these minorities in the future. We
see these cases with minority of Kaldo
Assyrian Ashor and Yazidiah and Jew-
ish minority in Egypt, in Egypt the Jews
who living are seven people right now.
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When we are reading the United Na-
tions Conventions about rights of the
minorities, especially the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the
Charter of the United Nations and the
Declaration about Protection of the Mi-
norities which adopted by the General
Assembly on 10.18.1992, there is clear
indication especially rights for minori-
ties as below “in those countries where
there are ethnic or religious or language
minorities, should not be denied to per-
sons belonging to such minorities their
right in a society have members of their
group to enjoy their culture and practice
their religious rights or their own believ-
ing or language. “ The conclusion of this
international analysis of the rights for
minorities, we can defined the minor-
ity as “human group living in a country
with multiple community components
and share a cultural feature, religious or
linguistic minorities through a remote
time stretch, and often have the social
status of these minorities less than pre-
vailing in the same communi-
ty, the nation.”

When we study this
case about Iraq, we see:

First, Iraq, looks like other
Arab countries and the Middle
East has a mixture of ethnic,
religious and linguistic com-
ponents. It contains Arabs,

Kurds and Turkmens, KaldoAssyrian-
Ashor, Shabak and Yezidi and doctrines
of Shiite and Sunni etc...

Second, the human rights situation
in Iraq is similar to the Arab countries
and Middle Eastern its appear too late.
It may be because the wrong meaning
of full citizenship, which is based on the
right to equality and non-discrimination.
The existence of minorities in a just so-
ciety does not prevent members of these
minorities to exercise their rituals and
beliefs, their culture, their language,
collectively or individually to paralyze
within national privacy and regardless
of other peculiarities of the components
of society. The concept of the nation re-
mains largest than all belonging to him,
and therefore the right of minorities en-
hances the integration of society does
not disintegration.

When we read the constitution of
Iraq beyond 2003, we see it provided
names to protect the rights of Chris-
tians and Yezidis and Sabah Al Ande-
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ans, however, it ignores the reference
to these rights clearly, because that sig-
nal came disguised globally. Thus, we
believe that these components suffered
injustice and oppression as a result of
the erosion of the boundary between the
force of law and the law of force.
Despite the changes since 2003 and
beyond, the Iraqi minorities because of
its peaceful nature, suffered from mar-
ginalization for coexistence alone in the
yard filled with organizations, armed
militias. So they cannot resist sudden
circumstances occurred in Iraq. Despite
these minorities get representation in
the House of Representatives, the mi-
norities of Iraq testified killings, kidnap-
ping, and captivity of women and sold
them, destruction of many churches and
monasteries and mosques for Shia in
Mosul. These operations let displace-
ment of minorities out of the presence of
civilization inside or outside Iraq. Klcdo
Assyrian Ashor population was detract-
ed from two million to nearly 300,000
people, now the Christian are in Mo-
sul, only 69. They pay tribute to their
survival .In the case of Yezidis and the
Shabak, we see, as a result of religious
persecution against them and captivity
of their women and kill them and de-
struction of Shiites mosques and killing
displacement them, these two minori-
ties tend to extinction. This persecution
and other aforementioned operations
which came at the hands of armed ter-
rorist groups because of their religious

fanaticism and erroneous ideas towards
minorities as it considers them have not
religion.

That mixing religion and politics be-
come dependent equation of the Iraqi
decision-makers, thus the victim i1s the
Iraqi citizen, because the citizen be-
gan to persecute ideologically and reli-
giously, ethnically and culturally. This
confusion may lead to the extinction of
minorities and may lead Iraq to the di-
vision. The persecution which adopted
by some Islamic terrorist organizations,
and some of the forces and armed po-
litical actors against minorities is a vio-
lation against human rights which set
forth in constitutions and international
laws. Thus, we find that the group’s re-
port about human rights cosider Iraq as
a second after Somalia in the list of the
most dangerous countries in the world
for the development of national and re-
ligious minorities.

Finally, we hope the Iraqi decision-
makers with the efforts by the United
Nations urged the protection of minori-
ties and to promote its identity. As the
United Nations Mission for Iraq (UN-
AMI) indicated that the Iraqi minorities
have historically been and will remain
an integral part of Iraq’s social fabric
and to enrich the culture and policy.
That respective of political and legal
rights of minorities in Iraq could pro-
vide a future, prevailing with stability,
foundations of democracy and creation
the unity in cultural diversity.
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Media, Money, and

the Presidency

prepared by:
Dr. Badee Nassouri

In (1787) the authors of the U.S.
Constitution created a straightforward
system for choosing the nation’s Presi-
dent and Vice President.

Lawmakers have amended these
rules (four) times since then. Although
this simple framework still guides the
electoral process, modern elections in-
clude features that the Founding Fathers
could never have imagined. in (1974)
members of congress established the
(federal Election Commission) to over-
see the the increasingly complex busi-
ness of campaigning for office. their ac-
tion followed the dsclosure of campaign
financing irregularities during (Richard
M. nixon’s) administration.

10

DONALD TRUMP
20.8 million actions
8 million followers
The bombastic GOP front-runner’s
social posts are characteristically
blunt (attack ads on Instagram,
press releases on Twitter), They
work, say analysts, because he
has something to say.

BEN CARSON

15.7 million actions
3.3 million followers
Carson has successfully
leveraged Facebook—
where he has amassed
2.8 million likes—by
regularly responding to
supporters.

HILLARY CLINTON
587.8 T!'III“W; al:l:tions &
.7 million followers
The polarizing Clinton has REAL-TIME
posted images from her personal ELECTIONEERING
life on Instagram to make her In August Jeb
more relatable to the public. Bush and Hllary

Clinton's social BERNIE SANDERS

media teams 9.2 million actions
had a Photoshop 1.9 million followers
battle on Twitter, The Na. } Deaqocéatig cangdate
; on social media, Sanders favors

reconstructl‘ng Twitter for promoting his
each other's progressive positions.
infographics
and logos to

prove their own

political points.

CRUZ
6.6 million actions
1.9 million followers
HUCKABEE PAUL
7.9 million actions 4.5 million actions
2.2 million followers 2.8 million followers

SOURCE: SHAREABLEE
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The newsmedia- telivision, radio, and
publications- have gained an increasing
influence over presidential campaigns
in recent decades. by (2000) election
even featured campaigning on the inter-
net. New technologies make it easies for
candidates to influence voter decisions.
They also challenge voters more than
ever to sort out factual stories from fan-
ciful ones.

The increased use of advertising dur-
ing campaigns, particularly television
commercials, has vastly increased the
cost of presidential elections. As a re-
sult, candidates must now raise millions
and millions of dollars to finance their
election bids. This fund-raising effort
can be so overwhelming that it may dis-
courage good candidates from running
for office. Furthermore, candidates may
find it hard not to be influenced by the
special interests of their donors, either
during their campaigns or after win-
ning an election. Although laws have
added restrictions on the size of direct
gifts from individual, businesses, and
groups to use their money to influence
a candidate’s campaign. For all of these
reasons some politicians are calling for
more laws to reform campaign financ-
ing practices. Others, however, find it
hard to imagine running a campaign any
other way.

11

The influence of political parties over
presidential elections has evolved in re-
cent decades. Citizens are less loyal to a
single party than they once were, many
judge candidates more by their back-
grounds and beliefs than by their party
membership. However, citizens are
more involved than ever int he selection
of a party’s nominee. Formerly, party
bosses directed the choice of the nomi-
nee during national convention meet-
ings. Often an agreement was reached
only after behind the scenes deal mak-
ing and rounds of voting by delegates.
Today numerous statewide primaries
and caucuses allow the general public to
play a greater role in determining who
will win a party’s nomination.

Everyone agrees the modern election
process is very lengthy. Candidates
now begin “exploratory campaigns”
years before the actual election. Some
spending millions of dollars but become
discouraged and withdraw from the race
before any votes are cast.

Those who last until “election day”
have crisscrossed the nation countless
times, exposed themselves and their
families to intensive scrutiny by the me-
dia, and fought tirelessly to prove them-
selves worthy of being “President of the
United States”.
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